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     Summer can be a time when people meet 
and become friends as they share a similar 
experience - summer camp, vacation at the 
beach, study abroad - and then go about their 
lives, never to meet or communicate with 
each other again.  But more often than not, 
when people meet like this who also share 
the bond of a relationship with Christ, the 
friendships are more lasting.  It is the latter 
type of friendships that are   
encouraged and nurtured at 
Urban Impact. 
     Through a friendship with 
Pastor Ed Glover and a calling 
to serve Christ, NFL Alumnus 
and former Steelers player Jeff 
Hartings moved from retirement 
in Salt Lake City back to     
Pittsburgh to work in a volunteer 
staff position at Urban Impact in 
2007.  One year later, a close 
friend of his from Salt Lake City, 
Chad Braunersrither, was called 
to serve at Urban Impact.  He 
left his comfortable lifestyle, 
packed up and moved across 
the country to unknown territory.  
He committed to raising funds 
for Urban Impact.  It was a 
tough transition for him, but he now calls 
Pittsburgh home due to the numerous    
Christian friends heôs made  here and his love 
for the students that he serves. 
     Chad has championed the process of 
building relationships with male students and 
mentoring them through the Options program.  
Four of these students - TaWayne ñJeffò 
Steele, Anthony ñToneò Brown, Antwan 
ñBoochieò Adams and Daryl ñBoo-Manò     
Harrington - graduated from high school this 
year and are now attending Penn State New 
Kensington as a direct result of Chadôs    
mentoring. 
     Chad first met three of these young men in 
a staff memberôs living room during a series 
of meetings that birthed the Basketball 

Teams program.  Chadôs role was to create 
and build relationships with the players on the 
teams.  This occurred at the beginning of the 
boysô junior year.  Only one of the guys was 
on any kind of track toward college at that 
time.  A couple of them had been members of 
gangs but were trying to get out.  They were 
tough kids to be around because they had no 
respect for authority. 

     The team played through the winter.  At 
holiday time, Jeff (Steele), Tone and Boochie 
began to call Chad to hang out with them.  
Looking for an opportunity to get to know 
them better, Chad planned a Saturday road 
trip to Philly to visit Toneôs grandmother and 
buy cheese steaks.  They listened to CDôs for 
more than an hour and then turned off the 
music and conversed the rest of the way.  
This was the beginning of some deeper and 
stronger relationships.     
      Since then, Chad has spent lots of time 
with the guys and walked alongside them thru  
some difficult life circumstances. He took      
Jeff with him last summer on his fundraising 
trip to Salt Lake City. He took Booshie and 
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Chad, Booshie, Tone, Jeff and Boo -Man 
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Tone to church with him and to a menôs retreat last winter 
at Jumonville during one of the biggest snow storms of 
the season. 
     Chad got to know Boo-Man at Outreach Basketball 
over the past two years.  Boo-Man had been around    
Urban Impact since he was a young child.  This spring, 
despite going on a tour of Penn State New Kensington 
with Chad and getting approved to enroll there, he drifted 
away from Urban Impact and got involved in other       
programs in the community.  Being a star basketball 
player at Perry Traditional Academy, Boo-Man was being 
pushed to   attend Pitt Greensburg. Unfortunately, no one 
came alongside him to make that happen.  In addition, the 
cost at Pitt Greensburg was much higher and he was 
doomed to fail in paying for his education.  Three weeks 
before college was scheduled to begin, Boo-Man called 
Chad for help.  Chad helped him fill out paperwork and 
financial aid forms.  Urban Impact volunteers stepped up 
to help him with fees and deposits by offering him odd 
jobs to earn the money he needed.  He was offered some 
Options  scholarship money.  Chad was impressed by the 
way Urban Impact quickly rallied around Boo-Man, picked 
up the pieces and got him on the road to college. 

     Chad got Boo-Man hooked up with Jeff, Booshie and 
Tone.  They all share an apartment and hold each other 
accountable to study time.  Each of them was accepted 
by Penn State on probationary terms, such that each 
must maintain a certain GPA in their first semester in   
order to be considered regular Penn State students.  
They are active in intramurals and play on the Penn State 
New Kensington basketball team.  They are involved in 
the campus CCO (Coalition for Christian Outreach).  And 
most likely, they are building friendships that will last a 
lifetime. 
     Gregg Friday, an Urban Impact volunteer, does a 
weekly Bible study with them.  Chad talks to them often 
and visits on a regular basis.  It is the goal of Urban     
Impact staff and volunteers to maintain close relationships 
with them as they journey through college and into the 
workplace.  
     ñMy purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart 
and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of 
complete understanding, in order that they may know the 
mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.ò Colossians 
2:2,3. 

A group of North Allegheny High School friends worked together 
to host a fashion show to raise money for Urban Impact.  The 
show, called Le Cirque de Mode, was a collaboration of fashion, 
dance, and art which centered around the theme of a Victorian 
Circus. Tickets sold for $10 and the group raised $3,790       
dollars.  This was the second straight year that they have done 
this; they have raised a total of $6,890! A big thank you goes out 
to them! Pictured above with Pastor Ed are, left to right, Brie 
Zabierek, Sonie Shanley, Becca Scherder, Amber Hemke and 
UIF staff/contact, Ray Abel. 
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Carmeuse, a leading 
global producer of 
lime, high calcium 
limestone & dolomitic 
stone, is celebrating 
150 years of success!  

As part of this celebration, the Belgium-based company asked 
each of their 90 locations to choose a local charity with whom to 
partner for 3 years.  The partnership  includes making an annual 
donation, organizing service projects and offering volunteer     
opportunities to employees.  The Pittsburgh office chose Urban 
Impact from 100+ applications submitted by their employees.  A 
check in the amount of $8,000 was presented to Pastor Ed on 
August 25th during a celebration cruise on the Gateway Clipper.  
Pictured on left with Pastor Ed are Tom Buck, CEO and  
President of Carmeuse and Janet Jurksaitis, Executive         
Assistant.  Pictured on right is Melissa Croll, Corporate HR 
Manager.  Melissa and Janet were part of the team that chose 
Urban Impact as the charity. 
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When most kids hear the name Shakespeare, they follow it with a 
loud yawn or a look of instantaneous boredom, but that is not the 
case for 10 Urban Impact students.  Urban Impact Shakes opened its 
inaugural season with 5 performances of Romeo and Juliet in areas 
of Pennsylvania, New York, and Ohio.  Although these performances 
succeeded in many ways, the true success of the summer came   
before any lights went up and the first line was spoken. 

The success came during the five hours a day the students would 
spend together not only learning their lines and movements, but also 
in times of prayer, Bible studies and fellowship.  God worked in  
amazing ways to teach, challenge, and grow both students and     
instructors.  While some challenges produced small victories, like  
discovering the difference between an adjective and a noun or asking 
for prayer, others created huge victories, like devoting time to read 
the Bible, leaving Pittsburgh for the first time and healing broken  
families.  None of this could have been accomplished without the 
members of the group helping and encouraging one another. 

Halfway through weeks of rehearsals, one of the young women in 
the cast got really discouraged.  Instructors received several late-
night texts from her saying that she could not memorize all of her 
lines and she might give up entirely.  Fortunately, that didnôt happen. 
Cast members rallied around her.  Some of the students got together 
after the rehearsals and ran lines with her, and every day before   
rehearsal, the Shakespeare coach would take her to a local coffee 
shop to chat and help her memorize her lines.  She memorized 295 
lines successfully in Shakespearean English, which would effectively 
be like memorizing the book of 2

nd
 Corinthians in the King James  

Version!  None of this would have been possible if friends had not 
stepped up to encourage her.   

The Shakes program resumed in September as part of the     
Performing Arts Academy and will continue thru February when they 

conclude the program by participating in the 
Pittsburgh 2011 Shakespeare Monologue & 
Scene Contest. The friendships that began 
during the summer will have the opportunity to 
grow even deeper in the coming months. 

Shakes Students Encourage Each OtherShakes Students Encourage Each OtherShakes Students Encourage Each Other    

Cast of Romeo and Juliet:  Center front are    
Ebony Rush and Reggie Alexander; Left to right 
around Ebony and Reggie are Michael Wimer, 
Devin Baurle, Tiffany Austin, Payton Pinkston,     
JB Glover, Marlo Hall and Broughton Ganaway. 

Family & Friends Come Together for  a Creative FundraiserFamily & Friends Come Together for  a Creative FundraiserFamily & Friends Come Together for  a Creative Fundraiser    

When Steve and Carrie Butler (pictured right with their daughters Maya and Aja) moved this summer from one area of Pittsburgh to 
another, they sought help to move a playhouse that Steve constructed last fall for their girls.  Mike Sisul, supervisor for J. Poli, Inc, 
took on the challenge of moving the 12-ft structure.  J. Poli and Great American Lines kindly donated their services.  The Butler family 
responded by creating a fundraiser called Pennies for Pounds: The Playhouse Pledge to benefit Chartiers Boys and Girls Club and 
Urban Impact.  They kicked off the pledge drive with a personal donation to each charity. Then family and friends were asked to 
pledge pennies for each calculated pound of playhouse.  The playhouse was weighed once it was suspended in the air.  A crowd 
gathered to watch on August 14th as the playhouse was rigged and lifted over the rooftops via a crane truck and then hauled from the 
familyôs house in Carnegie to their new home in South Fayette Township.  Urban Impact received a check in the amount of $628 and 
extends their thanks to the Butlers, Mike Sisul, J. Poliôs and Great American Lines. 
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Summer Day Camp was wonderful this year with 100 campers and 25 staff.  The days 

were filled with Christian Ed, math, reading, meals and outdoor fun.  The camp kicked

-off with a  family fun night.  About midway through the summer, family and friends 

gathered for the annual talent show during which each class performed. Camp ended 

with an awards night and dinner with the kids and their families. The campers did a lot 

of writing and their words tell the story. 

ñThere are many things I learned in  Christian Ed.  One thing I learned 

is to be optimistic.  Another thing I learned is S.T.O.P (seek, think,  

overcome, and pray) and how to use self-control.  One thing I learned in 

worship is leadership because we are the oldest (campers).  We 

learned that we should pray for everybody.  I learned how to pray and 

worship.ò    - Mitchell, grade 7, in camp since 1st grade 

ñIn Christian Education we worshiped God every day because we 
love Him.  My favorite song was Pharoah Pharoah.ò    - Ahman, 
grade 3, in camp since 1st grade 

Below,  Miss Ebonee helps Chris make stacks of 

10 with his unifix cubes during a math lesson.  

Ebonee attended camp during her grade school 

and middle school years.  She was part of the 

teen staff when she was in high school.  This 

year, Urban Impact was blessed to have Ebonee 

as part of the camp staff.  She is a sophomore at 

Clarion University.   

Academics  

ñMath and reading 

is very fun at 

camp.  We learn 

stuff and we play 

games and we get 

candy if we are 

good and do the 

worksheets we are 

told to do.  There 

are different levels 

(in math and  

read ing )  and 

some people have tutors to help them.  In math we do worksheets 

and play games and in reading we do worksheets and read books 

and play games.  Surely, learning is fun at camp in a lot of ways.ò     

-  Jared, grade 5 

Christian     
    Education  
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ñCamp is a wonderful place .  To go to this camp is an opportunity.  I 
would be very happy to live in this camp.ò    - Tamia, grade 4, in 
camp three years 

ñThe things I enjoyed in camp was 
me and my friend doing things  
together like talking and playing 
together and doing activities     
together.  Sometimes we get mad 
at each other but we always shake 
it off that day and I just love them.ò   
- Cameron,ò grade 4 

At right, Mr. Bill Schmidtke is 
shown helping two campers 
work on their cars for the    
science segment entitled 
ñWheels in Motionò.  Pastor 
Andy Antonika taught this  
segment. 

Afternoon Activities  

ñI like to spend time with friends while at 
camp.  I enjoyed friends in class and new 
friends.  I liked playing with friends and 
liked talking and sharing things.            
Everybody had a loving atmosphere.  The 
atmosphere is respect self, respect       
authority, respect property and respect  
others.ò      - Talia, grade 4 

ñSomething I enjoyed at camp was when we went to  Dr. Keith and 
Mrs. Sallyôs (Turnbull).  I found seashells. We swung into the water.  
I went on a hike.  I swam in the water.  We went canoeing and we 
went boatingò      -   Lyndsay, grade 4 

New 
Friends  
 

Old 
Friends  


