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Creating a Loving Atmosphere  

     One of the primary goals in all Urban   
Impact programs is to create an             
environment where children and youth feel 
loved and   accepted.  This loving          
atmosphere creates a safe place where 
students can learn about God and His love 
for them as they see it demonstrated 
through the actions of staff and volunteers 
who interact with them.  They also learn 
how to demonstrate love to their peers. 
     ñIt is such a privilege to come alongside 
these girls and have the opportunity to 
teach them and show them the love of  
Jesus, but the greatest joy is when you see 
them emulate Godôs love to each other,ò 
says Sara Van Kirk, who coached one of 
the teams in this yearôs middle school 3V3 
basketball program for girls. The program, 
which ran for 7 weeks, was initiated by the 
need to disciple students who participated in 
outreach basketball and showed a desire to 
grow in their faith.   
     Four volunteers from outreach girlsô     
basketball each coached a 3V3 team of four 
girls, which they could hand select.  Coaches 
met with their teams wherever they wanted 
for an hour of Bible study, which focused on 
getting to know God better.  Then all of the 
teams met at Oliver High School for an action
-packed hour of basketball - 3 games per 
evening. 
      The four girls that Miss Sara chose for her 
3v3 team barely knew each other. Cleandra, 
a 7th grader at a charter school in the city, 
first enrolled in Summer Day Camp  in 2007. 
Sheôs participated in Outreach Basketball for 
3 years and Choir for the past 2 years. 
MyôKea, a 7th grader at a public school on 
the North Side, has participated in Outreach 
Basketball for 3 years and Choir for 1 year.  
Sierra, a 6th grader at a public middle school 
north of the city, started in Outreach          
Basketball this year.  And Mariah, a 9th 
grader at a public high school west of the city, 
has been involved in the Choir for 2 years.  
She had seen the choir perform at Allegheny 

Center Alliance Church and wanted to be a 
part of it.  Her parents are both very faithful 
Urban Impact volunteers.   
     The team lost most of their games the first 
few weeks.  The girls had never played     
together before and simply did not work as a 
team; however the girls handled the losses 
well despite their frustration of losing.                       
     Within the context of the Bible study each 
week, the girls learned more about Godôs 
love, about relationships and about how to 
relate better to each other.  On the court, they 
focused more and began to play better as a 
team. As a result, they started winning 
games.  Cleandra says she learned to rely 
more on her teammates and less on herself; 
that there is no ñIò in team.  MyôKea says that 
she became a better shooter because her 
teammates started passing the ball to her 
more.  Her game got better.  Sierra says that 
she learned to play more aggressively as a 
team player and her shots got better.  Mariah 
says that she, too, became a stronger player. 
     These four girls came from all different 
racial backgrounds, neighborhoods and    
personal lives.  They stepped out of their 
comfort zones and took time to share their 
struggles and thoughts and encourage each  

Sierra, MyôKea, Miss Sara, Mariah and Cleandra 

(continued on next page) 
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other.  They learned that they can become greater when 
they work with people instead of against them.  They 
were reminded of the good that comes from choosing 

love and  acceptance instead of division and judgment.  It 
is a message that Urban Impact shares to hundreds of 
youth each year.  

(continued from front page) 

     On Saturday afternoons this spring, Conroy field in 
Manchester on the North Side of Pittsburgh was       
transformed from a vacant patch of grass into a colorful, 
life-filled, loving   atmosphere.  It was exciting to observe 
the students and volunteers come to the field each week 
in their bright colored t-shirts to enjoy the game of soccer 
and learn about the love of Christ.  This year 196 kids 
participated in soccer, 52 earned Bible Memory Verse 
awards and 41 responded to the gospel message.  Praise 
God for the great things He has done through the game of 
soccer. 
 

     On May 23
rd

, Grayson Reichart 
talked to his mommy, Niki, about all 
the things he had learned at soccer. 
They spoke in depth about the fact 
that Jesus died on the cross for his 
sins, was raised from the dead and 
that if he asked Jesus into his heart, 
he could go to heaven.  Grayson  
decided to give his life to Christ that 
day.  Chauncey, a 4-yr old friend of 
Grayson who also attends soccer, 
spent a weekend with the Reicharts 
and shared with them that he had 
given his life to Christ at soccer.  
       

     Kennedy Walker, a faithful      
participant in soccer for the past 
three years, was teamed up this 
year with new coaches.  Coach 
Heidi and Coach Jenna fell in love 
with Kennedy and asked if they 
could spend time mentoring her and 
her little sister, Miyha, during the 
spring and summer.  This was an 
answer to prayer for Kennedyôs 
mom.  She had been praying for 
godly men and women to mentor her 
children.  Three of her four kids now have discipleship 
mentors through Urban Impact soccer.   Coach Heidi and 
Coach Jenna both have hearts filled with love and they 
enthusiastically shared this love on the field with the     
children at soccer, and are now sharing this love off the 
field as well with Kennedy and Miyha on weekends.         

     Shamon Walker was a young man, whose life was 
transformed by the loving   atmosphere he experienced 
over several years at soccer and many other Urban      
Impact programs.  (You may 
have read about Shamon in the 
last newsletter issue.)  Shamon 
graduated from the Urban Impact 
soccer program this year.  He 
was encouraged to come back 
into the program as a student 
assistant in the fall, but he had to 
decline, but only because heôd 
been accepted into Milton      
Hershey School.  This occurred 
in large part because his disciple-
ship mentor, Mike Reimer, spent 
countless hours with him and his 
family.  Mr. Mike built strong,  
lov ing  re la t ionsh ips  and         
partnered with Shamonôs mom to help him reach his full 
potential.  
 

     The loving atmosphere goes way beyond the soccer 
field into life.  As discipleship mentors love children and 
their families both in and beyond the program, lives     
continue to be transformed by the love of Jesus Christ 
one person, one family and one block at a time. Seth 
Reichart, Director of Athletics at Urban Impact, is thankful 
for the faithfulness of the Urban Impact soccer coaches 
who share the love of Christ with his son and many other 
children.   

A Loving Atmosphere On and Off the Field     

Grayson  

Chauncey  

Shamon  

Coach Heidi  

Kennedy  

Miyha  
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Bases Loaded with Love & AcceptanceBases Loaded with Love & AcceptanceBases Loaded with Love & Acceptance    

     This yearôs baseball        
program started with Saturday   
baseball clinics in March. There 
were kids playing ball in three 
locations.  By the time the    
clinics were over, 80 kids 
signed up - enough for 2 teams 
in each division - major league 
(11-12 year olds), minor league 
(9-10 year olds), & farm league 
(7-8 year olds). The Josh     
Gibson league invited the 11-12 
year olds to play in their league, which 
eased some of the scheduling nightmares 
and gave this age group the opportunity to 
play in at least 15 games. 
 

      Thankfully, the huge mounds of snow 
from weeks of winter storms melted by the 
end of March and outdoor practices began 
in April. 
 

     The Opening Day Baseball Celebration 
was held on May 1

st
 at Martin Luther King 

Field.  Students who were attending Global 
Impact on that day (see page 6) served at 
the celebration for their afternoon service 
project. Pine Valley Bible Camp provided a 
great play area with games and  a 
dunk tank.  Urban Impact made a 
great impact on the families of the 
North Side as the student           
volunteers and staff demonstrated 
Godôs love to them during this 
celebration. 
 

     The season progressed and the 
teams showed some major       
improvements in the baseball skills 
that were taught by the volunteers.  Each division won 
games this year. The minor league teams did so well that 
a  tournament team was formed and they will be playing 
in a tournament over the July 4

th
 weekend. 

 

     Many of the 24 boys and girls in the farm league were 
brand new to the game of baseball.  Perseverance was 
cultivated in both teams, as they displayed a never-quit 
attitude on the field, and strived to create a loving        
atmosphere with their teammates, coaches, and the    
opposing teams.  This commitment to perseverance and 
love was on full display one evening in May when the 

Gold team came up to bat, 
trailing their opponent late in 
the game.  As some of the 
youth began to lower their 
heads in distraught, their   
manager reminded them of the 
scripture they had studied  
before the game, Hebrews 
12:1, ñSince we are              
surrounded by a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off  
everything that hinders and the 

sin that so easily entangles, and let us run 
with perseverance the race marked out for 
us.ò  The members of the Gold team were 
spurred on to encourage and uplift one    
another in love, persevering until the final 
out. The team went on to tally four runs that 
inning, and left the field with a fresh and 
vivid snapshot of what it looks like to live out 
Godôs call to persevere in love. 
 

     June 19
th
 marked the official ending of 

the season with an awards celebration.  The 
teams in each division played each other 
and then an awards ceremony took place 
for different age groups.  Every youth      

received a medal, a cross, a Bible 
and a backpack.  
   
     Throughout the season, the staff 
and volunteers overcame many  
temptations to let the challenges   
distract them from doing what God 
had called them to do - to create a 
loving atmosphere by showing and     
communicating Godôs love and grace.  
Many youth responded to the Gospel 
and are now attending church with a 

volunteer.  As a matter of fact, all 26 minor league       
participants expressed their desire to follow Jesus Christ 
at some point during the season. 
 

     Just as the warmth of spring melts away the winter 
snow, the love of God brings warmth to the soul and 
melts away the fear of the future. There is a hope and a 
future for many youth because of the dedication and love 
that was shown by so 
many people during the 
2010 Urban Impact    
Baseball season. 
 
   

Warming up  

Batter upé. 

Hands upé.good game! 
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Love That Reaches Beyond the High School YearsLove That Reaches Beyond the High School YearsLove That Reaches Beyond the High School Years    

     This is the first year that Urban Impact Foundation 
(UIF) has had an AAU Basketball Team.  Amateur       
Athletic Union is one of the largest, non-profit volunteer 
sports organization in the U.S.  The purpose of this Urban 
Impact team is to take the students that have participated 
in the Basketball Teams program and continue to build 
them up in Christ throughout the Spring and Summer 
months. 
 

     The team of 10 high school boys meets every Tuesday 
and Thursday for weight training, one hour of devotion 
time and 2 hours of basketball practice.  By the end of the 
summer, they will have played in 5 AAU tournaments.  
 

     All of the students on the AAU Team have been a part 
of Urban Impact for years, so they know very well how to 
create a loving atmosphere at programs with staff,       
volunteers and with each other. The devotion time helps 
teach them about creating a loving atmosphere in every 
area of their lives.  
 

     Some of the teaching comes from the Jobs for Life      
curriculum.  These training materials teach timeless      
biblical principles concerning work and equip students 
with core work readiness skills such as presenting their 
60-second commercial, building a resume, learning     
effective interviewing skills and developing a vocational 
plan.  The materials also help students discover who they 
are, their unique value and the principles they need to 
overcome roadblocks in their lives.   
 

     Some other teaching is Bible study which focuses on 
topics ranging from fatherlessness, sex before marriage, 
family, salvation, and many others. They talk about true 
love being the love that Christ showed when He gave His 
life for all while they were yet still sinners and didnôt     
deserve it. They talk about seeking their identity in Christ 
and looking to Him for acceptance. It is so encouraging to 
hear the students engage in the bible study discussions 
and touching when they come to class and share how 
they were trying to witness to some of their peers about 
something that they had discussed during the previous 
class time.  
 

     There are six seniors on the AAU Team who have 
come through Urban Impact programs and all of them are 
headed to college this fall. Most of these seniors have 
personally expressed that Urban Impact has played a 
huge role in making their dream of going to college come 
true. All of these students have benefited from the college 
readiness lessons that they have been taught in this AAU 
basketball program.  Chad Braunersrither, UIF staff   
member, was instrumental in getting several of these  

seniors enrolled in college this fall.  He helped them fill 
out their FASFA forms and  made numerous trips  to   
college campuses for orientation and registration. The 
majority of these students are the first one in their family 
to attend college. 
 

     Each of the AAU students have expressed the love 
and acceptance of God that they feel through UIF. They 
also believe that being a part of UIF has greatly impacted 
their lives in a godly way.      

Tone Brown  Jeff Steele  

Tyrek Morgan  Tyrail Morgan  

Antwan Adams  Evan Schell  

Jonathan LeGrande  Shaquille Hager  
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Partnering with Steelers Players to Create a Loving AtmospherePartnering with Steelers Players to Create a Loving AtmospherePartnering with Steelers Players to Create a Loving Atmosphere    

     This yearôs Football Clinic  took place on June 2
nd

 at Oliver High School.  Just over 300 kids attended the clinic. 
 

      The weather held out during the hour of pre-clinic activities with Oliver High School and Pittsburgh Passion players.  
About 12 organizations participated in the Community Fair, during which representatives from each organization         
informed attendees about the services that they provide.  Several of the organizations also had fun games or activities 
and giveaway items at their tables. 
 

      After learning that severe weather was scheduled to hit the area during the skills stations with the Steelers and Pitt 
Panthers players, the program at the beginning of the event was significantly shortened so that the kids could at least get 
half an hour on the field with the Steelers players. Then just before the storm began, everyone was sent indoors for an 
autograph time with all players.  The team of staff and about 100 volunteers did a great job of keeping things moving in 
an orderly fashion. 
     This outreach event attracted many children and youth in the community that are new to Urban Impact.  Please pray 
that many of these kids will have a desire to get connected by enrolling in fall programs. 

Registration  

Pre-clinic  

Food  

Clinic  

Players  

Community Fair  

Autographs  


