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Weathering the Storms of Life

A young manods determinat

During the past year, there have been a
number of storms or stormy events in the
news. These range from the earthquakes in
Haiti or Chile, mudslides in California or
snowstorms in Pittsburgh to a downturn in
the economy, outbreaks of H1N1, the battle
for healthcare reform and war in Afghanistan.
While these things are all challenging, the
storms that one encounters in his or her
personal life are often harder to
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that one often learns to lean more on
the Lord and draw upon His power.
He provides the strength and courage §
to persevere through the storms.

6

s at Schiller Classical Academy on [
+ Pittsburghos
. | this firsthand through the struggles he |
has faced in the past year. Last year,
he pursued his dream of attending
Milton Hershey School in Hershey,
PA. MHS is a cost-free, private,h
coeducational home and school for =

hj drrenﬁfrgm families of low income, limited
resources, and social need. When he applied
to the school last year, he was turned down
because his grades were not good enough
and he was receiving some poor behavioral
reviews (i.e. disrespecting his teacher,
arguing with other students and being the
iclass <c¢clown. 0) He
experience a major turnaround before they

Additionally,
Shamon has
grown in regards
to his knowledge
of Christ over the
past year He has been learning about Christ

t Urban _ Impact since he first got involve
W %ig Sogce?r IarIHa)\ge t7 HI—‘ﬁe{]atterﬁd((gd é]a(r%rrsl;e?
Day Camp when he turned 10 and then

could accept him.

Wanting to make the necessary changes,
Shamon attended Allegheny County Camp
Cadet last summer, a one-week experience
designed to give youth a better understanding
of law enforcement and other community
agencies. At the camp, he experienced
numerous activities and events which helped
build self esteem, self discipline and new
friendships. He graduated from the camp
with a high achievement award.

began playing Intramural Basketball as a
middle schooler. Over the past few months,
Shamon has played on the Middle School
Basketball League team, a discipleship
mentoring team, and he has been attending
Tuesday morning Bible studies through which
he has gained a full understanding about a
relationshinp
Sharing the Gospeld on page 2.)

(continued on next page)
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Shamon describes UIF as a good place where he and
his five siblings enjoy hanging out. It is a place that is
comfortable and safe. He says that the staff and
volunteers are good people who motivate and encourage
him to set an example for others and be a leader. One
volunteer who has played a key role in mentoring him is
Coach Mike Reimer. Shamon first met Coach Mike when
his younger brother, Tydarius, was playing in the UIF
Baseball program. Shamon was too old to play in the
program that year, so he decided to be a volunteer for
Tybéds team. He, Ty and Coac
together. The three of them have grown very close.

Shamonds determination t
attending Milton Hershey School has recently met yet
another challenge. His mom, one of his greatest role
model s and, he says, ilone
know, O has been very il
She gets dialysis regularly and is in need of a kidney
transplant.

(o]

Despite this setback, Shamon has gotten a 4.0 grade
average in school for two grading periods and is targeted
to achieve the same for the 3rd grading period. He is
getting good behavioral reviews. He is class president

and plays school football, basketball, baseball and
soccer.
Shamondéds goals are to be s

as an NFL quarterback or a Major League baseball
player, to be a leader, and to share his story with others.
Coach Mike says that Shamon has a passion to succeed
AHMI k&s n® wg dajnrge OtUot wAa | kO tawa
be part of the crowd. He is confident of his ultimate
dersetaichhy . i s dream of

He is pursuing that passion. Please pray for him as he
applies to MHS again this year. Pray, too, that a kidne
Qduld Betbfe avalableovBrd Déh for hiB Rdtherlasd th

Swhdn s has thdsurdery, SHB woiléd rdcoveyquickna i 1 u r

Persistence in Sharing the Gospel

Director of Athletics at Urban Impact, Seth Reichart,
better known as Coach Seth, has been leading a Bible
study with six youth who have recently responded to the
gospel in the Outreach Basketball program. They meet at
McDonalds at 6:00 a.m. before school.

One Tuesday morning in mid-February, they spent
about two hours talking through issues relating to creation
and salvation in Christ. As Coach Seth was driving the

kids to their school s, he a
you commi-t your life to Je
dropping off the | ast of

never done that yet. My mom took me down the aisle at

church when | was 6, but | did not really know what it

meant tGbeach replied, i'Yeah
raised your hands a couple times at basketball to say you

prayed to receive Jesus Christ. Did you know what you

wer e doi ngHet heai?d, i No, bu
now. ®hen asked, i Wh at
now8damon replied, i have

Godinmylife. I candét | i ve myHelénf e
on to articulate that salvation was through faith in Christ
because of His death and resurrection. Coach asked
Shamon, AWould vyou i ke t
today?0 He s &oadh phlled the oan dvel and
prayed. Shamon had a big smile on his face when Coach
told him that the angels in heaven were rejoicing over the
decision he had just made. As Coach dropped Shamon
off at his school, he encouraged Shamon to read his
Bible, pray, stay connected with church for fellowship, and

start telling people abo@n
Thursday of that week, Coach Seth was overjoyed to hear
from several other coaches that Shamon had shared with
them about his commitment to Christ.

One week later, as the young men prayed at the end
of their Bible study, Arstella, one of the workers at
McDonalds, came and stood by their circle. They were
surprised to see her standing there when they finished.
Shedodkedetired dnd disdouradgdd armd askeld Mthey would i d
praysfor h€rh $hie sharéddhat esson had st beem gut ia

facility. She needed to move but had no money saved up
yet to move. They bowed their heads to pray for her and
as theyuihishe8, la bigrsmite capn® aver her face. She told
the boys to stay true to Christ even if their friends were
doing the things of the world. Arstella spoke with passion
tand Ipowendnatice loudt eacugh for all the patrons in

d 0 e s Mchohaldsrtoehaan. Shie then offered to buy all the boys

raedallarimerel dandwigh. el thie car o the way to theird
swiholhdst bhmem. Boys said, 0

nl

Incidents like these encourage the staff and volunteers
at Urban Im act to erS|st i rlng t e Gos eI and
re§is? Mhe'! fbrces 8t Yevil trL tr)‘; to s%uel
persistence. Thsiryggléus]rmt\mgatnitat
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.o
Ephesians 6:12

t
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When the fall high school basketball season ended in
mid- November, the leadership of the basketball teams
program came together to discuss whether or not to
continue with the high school team by participating in the

Greater Pittsburgh Independent Basketball League
(GPIBL). Atthe same time, plans had to be made to form
teams of middle school boys and girls to participate in
separate leagues on the ' :

North Side. Considering the =
holidays, numerous other
responsibilities, and an
unexpected request to run
t he mi ddl e S
league, the task at hand
seemed overwhelming. The
Athletics Department staff
decided to pray for a few
days, after which it was
decided to enter one team
in the high school league

s 7= & Wt
L\ : ’ ' R
and one team in each of the middle school leagues. God

had other plans.

The purpose of the Basketball Teams program is to
facilitate discipleship mentoring of youth who have
responded to the Gospel during the Outreach Intramural
Basketball program. Youth are invited to join the teams
based on their response to the Gospel and their ability to
‘create a loving atmosphere.’

Given these criteria, it was recognized that the number
of youth who qualified to receive invitations was much
greater than anticipatedd praise God!. In fact, there were
enough youth to form a high school varsity team, a high
school JV team, two middl e
mi ddl e s c h oo |Thegstaff deedéd ta esaduate
whether or not there would be enough prayer, leadership,
and money to expand the program so significantly.

Thankfully, prayer support would not be a problem.
Urban Impact has always been blessed with great prayer
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warriors who faithfully take prayer requests before the
Lord. The need for coaches was communicated to the
volunteer base from Outreach Basketball. Enough

coaches were recruited to maintain a ratio of 1 coach to
4-6 youth. This would provide enough leadership to
effectively disciple youth on the teams.
persevered in

The staff
prayer as they evaluated the
budget. They decided to
proceed with a total of 5
teams and pray for money
to be donated to cover the
difference between
budgeted money and that
needed for the program.
Their perseverance and
faith were greatly rewarded
when Dick's Sporting
Good's made a large
unexpected donation that
provided enough funding to

1 »
Mi ddl e Sehoo

finish the season under budget.

The varsity basketball team finished the season in a
very competitive league with a 4-8 record, playing
against schools who practiced every night and played
together in as many as 20 games or more. The JV
team finished with 2 wins and 2 losses. The middle
school girlsé team

championship game and went on to play in an East

End tournament. As of

both have 7-1 records and may be headed to a

showdown in their championship game. But most

importantly, more than 45 youth have been encouraged

s dt 'Begome ey padgworpe gfpod wihg will aegept
responsibility, lead courageously, enact justice on
behalf of others and expect God's reward.

Pastor Ed says, AWork I
Il i ke i t' s daThi$ wisdgm wasaapplid. dGod
blessed the patience, perseverance and hard work of
all the leaders, volunteers, and the youth on the teams.

achieved
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Meet Coach Nehemiah

One of the newest staff members

at Urban Impact is Nehemiah Brazil. -‘
Coach Nehemiah grew up on the
North Side. He played basketball in
middle school, but he was cut both
times that he tried out for the high
school team at Perry Traditional
Academy. Determined to continue
playing basketball, he played in a
Catholic community league during
his junior and senior high school
years. When he graduated in 1993,
he was close to 6 feet tall.

Nehemiah dreamed of playing
college basketball, but he never
shared this dream because he knew
that people would laugh at him. He
knew that it was nearly impossible to
play coll ege
played for a high school team, and
he did not want this kind of ridicule
to distract him from his dream.

During the first two years after @
graduation, he worked several jobs. & == G
He applied to Community College of BHEEEESS

Allegheny County (CCAC) every semester, but because

he could find no one to help him get funds for college, he
was unable to attend. During these two years, Nehemiah
played basketball for the Ozanam Summer Basketball
League in the Hill District. He grew 5 more inches and
continued to improve his basketball skills.

In 1995, he worked full-time at the Thrift Drug
warehouse on the North Side. He enrolled once more at
CCAC. This time, he got a letter from the Job Corps
offering to help him financially. They paid his tuition,
gave him a bus pass to get to school, provided vouchers
with which he could buy clothes, paid him $20-30 every
two weeks and put this same amount in an account that
was available to him upon graduation.

Still wanting to play college basketball, he approached
CCACb6s Coach Bill Shay and
on the team. (Coach Shay has won more games than any
mends college basketball
The coach for the Catholic community league for whom
Nehemiah had played in high school happened to work in
the mail room at CCAC talked to the basketball coach.
Nehemiah made the team and was told that he had to
maintain good grades. He became their second leading
scorer, made the All-American team, maintained straight
Abs except for one or two
to Kutztown University.

At Kutztown, he played two more years of college

life to Christ.
spent his free time reading the Bible and praying and

basketball and made the All-
American team again. He stayed at
the university to finish a degree in
secondary education. At the end of
his third year there, the basketball
coach held a summer camp to
which a friend of his from France
brought French players. The
French coach mentioned that there
was a team in France looking for
two American players and
suggested that the Kutztown coach
send them a video of Nehemiah.
Soon thereafter, Nehemiah was
offered a contract. Not only had he
tenaciously pursued and fulfilled
, his dream to play college

l basketball, but he went on to play
-ff‘ professional basketball in France
¥ for nine years. He averaged 20
4 points per game, was league MVP
three times, and made the All Star
team for one of the leagues.

In 1999, just before going to
France, Nehemiah committed his
During his first two years in France, he

grew in his walk with the Lord. In 12 years that he was
away from Pittsburgh, he returned often for vacation
visits. Each time he noted a greater physical and spiritual
decline in the neighborhood where he grew up. God gave
him a passion to pursue urban ministry; to reach urban
youth with Christds

In the summer of 2009, he came home for yet another
vacation visit, having every intention of returning to
France to play another season of basketball. However,
the contract offers were not appealing. Because the team
did not offer enough money for his family to remain in
France with him, Nehemiah turned down the contract
offer. The Lord opened doors for he and his family to
anale a snsogstletdhnsition flom diving ie France toprovng
back to Pittsburgh. And then the Lord opened a door for

c 0 &im to pursue empiogntert at WrbaR knpatbt.i Hetbaieves.

that God can use him as a witness on the North Side, in
his native community, where he grew up facing many of
the same trials and temptations that urban youth are
facing todayd drugs, guns, alcohol, gangs, fatherlessness
and more. He can be a testimony to them of how God
gives you hope. He can teach them how to dream and

their dream is fulfilled.

message
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GLOBAL IMPACT YOUTH MISSIONS EVENT

This yearés event wil/l have a fAiRetroo theme,
which includes the following components:

§ Thanking youth pastors and volunteers
who have attended Global Impact (Gl)
as students in the past

§ Having some awesome T-shirts with a
fun retro theme for only $10

8§ Showing 806s themed videos

§ Going back to the basics of what Gl is
al | about: M&d andew 28: 19, f
make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. o
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