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Weathering the Storms of LifeWeathering the Storms of LifeWeathering the Storms of Life    
A young manôs determination to succeed 

    During the past year, there have been a 
number of storms or stormy events in the 
news.  These range from the earthquakes in 
Haiti or Chile, mudslides in California or 
snowstorms in Pittsburgh to a  downturn in 
the economy, outbreaks of H1N1, the battle 
for healthcare reform and war in Afghanistan.  
While these things are all challenging, the 
storms that one encounters in his or her    
personal life are often harder to   
overcome.  It is during these struggles 
that one often learns to lean more on 
the Lord and draw upon His power.  
He provides the strength and courage 
to persevere through the storms. 
      

     Shamon Walker, an eighth grader 
at Schiller Classical Academy on 
Pittsburghôs North Side, is learning 
this firsthand through the struggles he 
has faced in the past year.  Last year, 
he pursued his dream of attending 
Milton Hershey School in Hershey, 
PA.  MHS is a cost-free, private,    
coeducational home and school for 
children from families of low income, limited 
resources, and social need.  When he applied 
to the school last year, he was turned down 
because his grades were not good enough 
and he was receiving some poor  behavioral 
reviews (i.e. disrespecting his teacher,      
arguing with other students and being the 
ñclass clown.ò)  He was told that he must  
experience a major turnaround before they 
could accept him. 
 

     Wanting to make the necessary changes, 
Shamon attended Allegheny County Camp 
Cadet last summer, a one-week experience 
designed to give youth a better understanding 
of law enforcement and other community 
agencies.  At the camp, he experienced    
numerous activities and events which helped 
build self esteem, self discipline and new 
friendships.  He graduated from the camp 
with a high achievement award. 

 

     Addi t ional ly, 
Shamon has 
grown in regards 
to his knowledge 
of Christ over the 
past year He has been learning about Christ 
at Urban   Impact since he first got involved 
via Soccer at age 7.  He  attended  Summer 
Day Camp when he turned 10 and then    
began playing Intramural Basketball as a   
middle schooler.  Over the past few months, 
Shamon has played on the Middle School 
Basketball League team, a discipleship   
mentoring team, and he has been attending 
Tuesday morning Bible studies through which 
he has gained a full understanding about a 
relationship with Christ.  (See ñPersevering in 
Sharing the Gospelò on page 2.) 
 

Shamon is in photo 
on right with friends 
from Summer Day 
Camp on either 
side, below left at 
bat, and in right 
photo below with 
Coach Seth and a 
soccer teammate,  
wearing a Steelers 
sweatshirt . 
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     Director of Athletics at Urban Impact, Seth Reichart,    
better known as Coach Seth, has been leading a Bible 
study with six youth who have recently responded to the 
gospel in the Outreach Basketball program. They meet at 
McDonalds at 6:00 a.m. before school. 
 

     One Tuesday morning in mid-February,  they spent 
about two hours talking through issues relating to creation 
and salvation in Christ.  As Coach Seth was driving the 
kids to their schools, he asked each of them, ñWhen did 
you commit your life to Jesus Christ?ò As they were   
dropping off the last of the kids, Shamon said, ñI have 
never done that yet.  My mom took me down the aisle at 
church when I was 6, but I did not really know what it 
meant then.ò  Coach replied, ñYeah, but Shamon you 
raised your hands a couple times at basketball to say you 
prayed to receive Jesus Christ.  Did you know what you 
were doing then?ò  He said, ñNo, but I understand 
now.ò  When asked, ñWhat does it mean to you 
now?ò Shamon replied, ñI have realized lately that I need 
God in my life.  I canôt live my life without him.ò  He went 
on to articulate that  salvation  was through faith in Christ 
because of His death and resurrection.  Coach asked 
Shamon, ñWould you like to commit your life to him      
today?ò He said he would.  Coach pulled the car over and 
prayed.  Shamon had a big smile on his face when Coach 
told him that the angels in heaven were rejoicing over the 
decision he had just made.  As Coach dropped Shamon 
off at his school, he encouraged Shamon to read his   
Bible, pray, stay connected with church for fellowship, and 

start telling people about the decision heôd made.  On 
Thursday of that week, Coach Seth was overjoyed to hear 
from several other coaches that Shamon had shared with 
them about his commitment to Christ. 
 

     One week later, as the young men prayed at the end 
of their Bible study, Arstella, one of the workers at 
McDonalds, came and stood by their circle.  They were 
surprised to see her standing there when they finished. 
She looked tired and discouraged and asked if they would 
pray for her.  She shared that her son had just been put in 
jail and her daughter had been placed in a mental health 
facility.  She needed to move but had no money saved up 
yet to move.  They bowed their heads to pray for her and 
as they finished, a big smile came over her face.  She told 
the boys to stay true to Christ even if their friends were 
doing the things of the world.  Arstella spoke with passion 
and powerðand loud enough for all the patrons in 
McDonalds to hear.  She then offered to buy all the boys 
a dollar menu sandwich.  In the car on the way to their 
schools, the boys said, ñI think Arstella was an angel.ò 
 

     Incidents like these encourage the staff and volunteers 
at Urban Impact to persist in sharing the Gospel and   
resist the forces of evil that try to squelch that               
persistence.  They know that their ñstruggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the       
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.ò  
Ephesians 6:12 

(continued from front page) 

     Shamon describes UIF as a good place where he and 
his five siblings enjoy hanging out. It is a place that is 
comfortable and safe.  He says that the staff and         
volunteers are good people who motivate and encourage 
him to set an example for others and be a leader.  One 
volunteer who has played a key role in mentoring him is 
Coach Mike Reimer.  Shamon first met Coach Mike when 
his younger brother, Tydarius, was playing in the UIF 
Baseball program.  Shamon was too old to play in the 
program that year, so he decided to be a volunteer for 
Tyôs team.  He, Ty and Coach Mike now hang out a lot      
together. The three of them have grown very close. 
 

     Shamonôs determination to reach his dream of        
attending Milton Hershey School has recently met yet  
another challenge.   His mom, one of his greatest role 
models and, he says, ñone of the strongest people I 
know,ò has been very ill, suffering from kidney failure.  
She gets dialysis regularly and is in need of a kidney 
transplant. 

 

     Despite this setback, Shamon has gotten a 4.0 grade 
average in school for two grading periods and is targeted 
to achieve the same for the 3rd grading period.  He is  
getting good behavioral reviews.  He is class president 
and plays school football, basketball, baseball and      
soccer. 
 

     Shamonôs goals are to be successful in sports, either 
as an NFL quarterback or a Major League baseball 
player, to be a leader, and to share his story with others.  
Coach Mike says that Shamon has a passion to succeed.  
ñHe has a desire to walk away from bad influences; to not 
be part of the crowd.  He is confident of his ultimate    
destiny.ò 
 

     He is pursuing that passion.  Please pray for him as he 
applies to MHS again this year.  Pray, too, that a kidney 
would become available very soon for his mother and that 
when she has the surgery, she would recover quickly. 

Persistence in Sharing the GospelPersistence in Sharing the GospelPersistence in Sharing the Gospel    
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Basketball Teams Program:  Persevering in PrayerBasketball Teams Program:  Persevering in PrayerBasketball Teams Program:  Persevering in Prayer    

     When the fall high school basketball season ended in 
mid- November, the leadership of the basketball teams 
program came together to discuss whether or not to    
continue with the high school team by participating in the 
Greater Pittsburgh Independent Basketball League 
(GPIBL).  At the same time, plans had to be made to form 
teams of middle school boys and girls to participate in  
separate leagues on the 
North Side. Considering the 
holidays, numerous other 
responsibilities, and an   
unexpected request to  run 
the middle school boysô 
league, the task at hand 
seemed overwhelming. The 
Athletics Department staff 
decided to pray for a few 
days, after which it was  
decided to   enter one team 
in the high school league 

and one team in each of the middle school leagues.  God 
had other plans. 
 

     The purpose of the Basketball Teams program is to       
facilitate discipleship mentoring of youth who have        
responded to the Gospel during the Outreach Intramural 
Basketball program.  Youth are invited to join the teams 
based on their response to the Gospel and their ability to 
'create a loving atmosphere.' 
 

     Given these criteria, it was recognized that the number 
of youth who qualified to receive invitations was much 
greater than anticipatedðpraise God!.  In fact, there were 
enough youth to form a high school varsity team, a high 
school JV team, two middle school boysô teams and one 
middle school girlsô team.  The staff needed to evaluate 
whether or not there would be enough prayer, leadership, 
and money to expand the program so significantly. 
 

     Thankfully, prayer support would not be a problem.  
Urban Impact has always been blessed with great prayer 

warriors who faithfully take prayer requests before the 
Lord.  The need for coaches was communicated to the 
volunteer base from Outreach Basketball.  Enough 
coaches were recruited to maintain a ratio of 1 coach to 
4-6 youth.  This would provide enough leadership to 
effectively disciple youth on the teams.  The staff     
persevered in prayer as they evaluated the 

budget.  They decided to 
proceed  with a total of 5 
teams and pray for money 
to be donated to cover the 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n     
budgeted money and that 
needed for the program.  
Their perseverance and 
faith were greatly rewarded 
when Dick's Sporting 
Good's made a large     
unexpected donation that 
provided enough funding to 

finish the season under budget.  
 

     The varsity basketball team finished the season in a 
very competitive league with a 4-8 record, playing 
against schools who practiced every night and played 
together in as many as 20 games or more.  The JV 
team finished with 2 wins and 2 losses.  The middle 
school girlsô team achieved a victory in the league 
championship game and went on to play in an East 
End tournament. As of this writing, the boysô teams 
both have 7-1 records and may be headed to a     
showdown in their championship game.  But most    
importantly, more than 45 youth have been encouraged 
to 'become men and women of God who will accept 
responsibility, lead courageously, enact justice on    
behalf of others and expect God's reward. 
 

     Pastor Ed says, ñWork like it's all up to you and pray 
like it's all up to God.ò  This wisdom was applied.  God 
blessed the patience, perseverance and hard work of 
all the leaders, volunteers, and the youth on the teams.  

High School Varsity and JV TeamsHigh School Varsity and JV Teams   

Middle School Boysô Teams Middle School Girlô Team 
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Meet Coach NehemiahMeet Coach NehemiahMeet Coach Nehemiah    

     One of the newest staff members 
at Urban Impact is Nehemiah Brazil.  
Coach Nehemiah grew up on the 
North Side.  He played basketball in 
middle school, but he was cut both 
times that he tried out for the high 
school team at Perry Traditional 
Academy.  Determined to continue 
playing basketball, he played in a 
Catholic community league during 
his junior and senior high school 
years.  When he graduated in 1993, 
he was close to 6 feet tall. 
     Nehemiah dreamed of playing 
college basketball, but he never 
shared this dream because he knew 
that people would laugh at him.  He 
knew that it was nearly impossible to 
play college basketball if heôd never 
played for a high school team, and 
he did not want this kind of ridicule 
to distract him from his dream. 
     During the first two years after 
graduation, he worked several jobs.  
He applied to Community College of 
Allegheny County (CCAC) every semester, but because 
he could find no one to help him get funds for college, he 
was unable to attend.  During these two years, Nehemiah  
played basketball for the Ozanam Summer Basketball 
League in the Hill District.   He grew 5 more inches and 
continued to improve his basketball skills. 
     In 1995, he worked full-time at the Thrift Drug       
warehouse on the North Side.  He enrolled once more at 
CCAC.  This time, he got a letter from the Job Corps   
offering to help him financially.  They paid his tuition,  
gave him a bus pass to get to school, provided vouchers 
with which he could buy clothes, paid him $20-30 every 
two weeks and put this same amount in an account that 
was available to him upon graduation. 
     Still wanting to play college basketball, he approached 
CCACôs Coach Bill Shay and expressed a desire to play 
on the team. (Coach Shay has won more games than any 
menôs college basketball coach in western PA history.)  
The coach for the Catholic community league for whom 
Nehemiah had played in high school happened to work in 
the mail room at CCAC talked to the basketball coach.  
Nehemiah made the team and was told that he had to 
maintain good grades.  He became their second leading 
scorer, made the All-American team, maintained straight 
Aôs except for one or two classes, and won a scholarship 
to Kutztown University. 
     At Kutztown, he played two more years of college  

basketball and made the All-
American team again.  He stayed at 
the university to finish a degree in 
secondary education.  At the end of 
his third year there, the basketball 
coach held a summer camp to 
which a friend of his from France 
brought French players.  The 
French coach mentioned that there 
was a team in France looking for 
two American p layers and           
suggested that the Kutztown coach 
send them a video of Nehemiah.  
Soon thereafter, Nehemiah was 
offered a contract.  Not only had he 
tenaciously pursued and fulfilled  
his dream to play college           
basketball, but he went on to play 
professional basketball in France 
for nine years.  He averaged 20 
points per game, was league MVP 
three times, and made the All Star 
team for one of the leagues. 
     In 1999, just before going to 
France, Nehemiah committed his 

life to Christ.  During his first two years in France, he 
spent his free time reading the Bible and praying and 
grew in his walk with the Lord.  In 12 years that he was 
away from Pittsburgh, he returned often for vacation    
visits.  Each time he noted a greater physical and spiritual      
decline in the neighborhood where he grew up.  God gave 
him a passion to pursue urban ministry; to reach urban 
youth with Christôs message of true love and hope. 
     In the summer of 2009, he came home for yet another 
vacation visit, having every intention of returning to 
France to play another season of basketball.  However, 
the contract offers were not appealing.  Because the team 
did not offer enough money for his family to remain in 
France with him, Nehemiah turned down the contract   
offer.  The Lord opened doors for he and his family to 
make a smooth transition from living in France to moving 
back to Pittsburgh.  And then the Lord opened a door for 
him to pursue employment at Urban Impact.  He believes 
that God can use him as a witness on the North Side, in 
his native community, where he grew up facing many of 
the same trials and temptations that urban youth are   
facing todayðdrugs, guns, alcohol, gangs, fatherlessness 
and more.  He can be a testimony to them of how God 
gives you hope.  He can teach them how to dream and 
how to stay focused on their dream and persevere until 
their dream is fulfilled. 
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GLOBAL IMPACT YOUTH MISSIONS EVENTGLOBAL IMPACT YOUTH MISSIONS EVENTGLOBAL IMPACT YOUTH MISSIONS EVENT    

This yearôs event will have a ñRetroò theme, 
which includes the following components: 
 

§ Thanking youth pastors and volunteers 
who have attended Global Impact (GI) 
as students in the past 

 

§ Having some awesome T-shirts with a 
fun retro theme for only $10 

 

§ Showing 80ôs themed videos 
 

§ Going back to the basics of what GI is 
all about:  Matthew 28:19, ñGo and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.ò 


