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who I helped with her reading, to an 11th 
grader who is preparing for college.   
 

     In the early years, I watched Dom as she 
struggled with school and behavior.  Her 
mom worked hard to teach Dom to value her 
education and would keep her out of activities 
when she got in trouble in school.  Now, Dom 
has proven herself as a consistent honor roll 
student at our neighborhood high school. She 
is looking at colleges, studying for SATs, and 
working very hard to earn a scholarship for        
college. 
 

     Over the years, Dom has come to church 
with my husband and me, faithfully attended 
Urban Impact programs and Bible studies, 
heard countless messages and engaged in 
many discussions about Jesus and her faith 
journey. She now volunteers in Urban       
Impactôs soccer program as a student        
assistant and does a great job.  She comes 
early, stays late, helps kids memorize their 
Bible verses, answers questions and is a 
great example to them.  Dom appreciates 
what has been invested into her and thus 
gives of herself to others.  She has a desire 
to be a godly woman and a positive influence 
on those around her.   

 

     Dom has recognized areas where she 
needs to grow and is allowing God to reshape 

(continued on next page) 

      

     I often think about all the people in my life 
who have helped me become who I am    
today.  I have two parents who loved me and 
cared for me in so many ways.  I have two 
older sisters who guided me and looked out 
for me.  I grew up in a church that embodied 
a loving community, a community in which 
countless adults taught me that I am valued 
and have much to contribute.  I had youth 
leaders and Sunday School teachers who 
taught me what it means to serve.  I had 
friends at church and at school who         
challenged me to do what was right and 
make good decisions.    
  

     I am thankful for this, and have thought 
about these things even more as we have 
talked about mentoring at Urban Impact.  We 
have seen the power of adults investing their 
lives into the kids on the North Side of      
Pittsburgh and are looking for more men and 
women to step into this role.  We are trying to 
provide the youth with some of those support 
systems that are critical in developing them 
as men and women of God who make a  
positive impact in their community.  
 

      Dominique (Dom) is a girl that I have 
spent the most time mentoring since I have 
been on staff at Urban Impact.  It has been a 
joy to be just a small piece in her life.  I have 
seen her grow so much, from a 7th grader 

Mentoring:  
Making an Investment in the Life of a Youth  

Becky and Dom  

Dom and her soccer team  
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     I learned quickly that becoming a mentor does not just 
mean building a relationship with the student, it is about 
the whole family.  Domôs mom and I have grown close 
over the years.   We chat on the phone about family and 
our community.  We go to Domôs basketball games     
together, celebrate birthdays and spend time in each 
otherôs homes.  She has welcomed my husband and me 
and considers us family.  Recently, I invited Dom to help 
with something at Urban Impact - she has become a 
regular volunteer when I need help.  She smiled and said, 
ñAfter all you have done for me, how could I say no?  I 
love you, Beckò, and gave me a big hug. 
 

     Mentoring is a great investment in the life of a young 
person, and the return on that investment is much greater 
than I could have ever imagined.  Not only has God 
worked through me to have an impact in Domôs life, but 
he has worked through Dom to have an impact in mine.  
 
   - Becky Boll 
                 Program Manager, Athletics 
 

her.  We had our first High School Girls Basketball Travel 
Team in the fall and Dom was undoubtedly the leader.  
She fouled out in the championship game but stayed       
engaged and cheered on her teammates.  We went on to 
win the game and Dom was awarded the ñBest Defensive 
Playerò award. 

Mentored Toward a Great PerformanceMentored Toward a Great PerformanceMentored Toward a Great Performance    

     Congratulations to all the Urban Impact students who 
competed at the Pittsburgh Publicôs Annual Shakespeare 
Monologue and Scene Contest.  In February, 2011 eight 
Urban Impact students took the stage downtown at    
Pittsburghôs OôReilly Theatre.  Each student performed a 
Shakespeare monologue selected from the bards various 
works.  Special congratulations to Marlo Hall and Payton 
Pinkston who received an honorable mention and ranked 
in the top 75 out of 1200 participating students!  Each one 
of the students worked incredibly hard last summer to 
perform Urban Impactôs first Shakespeare show Romeo 
and Juliet and then in the fall and winter to prepare their 
monologues for the competition. 
 

     Despite the tremendous amount of success the kids 
had in the competition, Eric Anderson, Director of Shakes 
and Performing Arts Program Manager, says thatôs not 
the main focus of the program. 
 

     ñPerforming is great and so much fun, but the program 
is just an excuse to spend 9 months with these kids.  
They have all grown tremendously, not only in their acting    
talent but also spiritually and as young men and women.ò 
Over the past 9 months, 8 students and 4 leaders        
became a family.  They shared meals, Bible studies,   
successes, heartaches, and lots and lots of fun.   
 

Photo:  Center front are Ebony Rush and Reggie Alexander; left to right 
around them are Michael Wimer, Devin Baurle, Tiffany Austin, Payton 
Pinkston, JB Glover, Marlo Hall and Broughton Ganaway. 

Dom and her mom  
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     In November of 2010, Urban Impact committed       
volunteers were challenged to prayerfully consider       
becoming discipleship mentors.  This meant that in      
addition to the hours they already gave to mentor kids in 
the athletics, performing arts and academic programs, 
they would commit to sacrifice even more time and    
mentor a youth one on one.  They would be required to  
disciple a youth for a minimum of one year.  Last year, 
there were just 6 discipleship mentors.  Since November, 
45 volunteers have committed to become  discipleship 
mentors!   
 

     It is beyond exciting to hear what God is doing through 
these transformational relationships.  Both the leaders 
and the youth are being transformed.  Youth are growing 
in their faith and being provided more options, and      
mentors have expressed how God has blessed them;  
they feel like they have received more than they have 
given.  Here are some excerpts from mentorsô reports: 
 
Amanda Wagner  
ñWhile we were taking a walk in the park I asked Ayanna and 
Margaret if they needed prayer for anythingé As we started 
to pray, Margaret was about to bow her head and close her 
eyes.   I looked at her and started to laugh   saying, ñHow are 
you going to walk with your eyes closed?ò  She responded 
by saying, ñWell donôt you always have to close your eyes 
when you pray?ò  This provided a great opportunity to talk 
about how God wants us to pray continually.  We donôt just 
have to be sitting down with our eyes closed and head 
bowed.  I told both of them that they can pray wherever they 
are whether their eyes are closed or not.  After that          
discussion we started praying while walking together with our 
eyes open.  It was a great experience for them and a good 
thing to learn.  It may have been a little uncomfortable but 
worth doing.ò 

 
Chad Wright 
ñS h a q u i l l e  a n d 

Shakeem spent 
Thursday evening 
with us at the 
Cheesecake Factory 
ce leb ra t i ng  ou r 
daughter's seventh   
birthday. Yesterday 
we attended the 
11:15 AM service at 
Christ Church, and 
then returned home 
to spend the day and 
watch the Steelers 

game.  Shaq 
just secured a 
part time job 
with Hollister at 
Ross Park Mall 
and will begin 
w o r k i n g       
evenings and 
w e e k e n d s 
( b a s k e t b a l l 
p e r m i t t i n g ) . 
Shaq plans to 
attend Penn 
State  New 
Kensington next year in hopes of joining Jeff Steele and 
Tone on the basketball team.  Shakeem had his girlfriend 
Raelynn over yesterday, and we attempted to get to know 
her. Raelynn has a job at Wendyôs, which has prompted 
Shakeem to apply for a job at Chik-Fil-A. We will be assisting 
Shakeem in the application and interviewing process.  Both 
boys are very respectful, and a pleasure to have in our lives. 
They have both become a significant part of our family.ò 

 
Heidi Odom  
ñJust wanted to let you both know that my son Tyler and I 
went down to the Walkersô on Christmas Eve.  We took 
donuts for breakfast and had gifts for the whole family and 
bless their hearts, they had gifts for all of us--very thoughtful 
ones--we think we're blessing them; meanwhile WE are the 
ones being so blessed by this dear family! Kennedy had 
raised her hand during one of Seth's talks to accept Christ, 
so got her this little "mustard seed" necklace and explained 
that her new faith was like this mustard seed--small now but 
could grow large and mighty! Called Christmas morning to 
check to see what "Santa" brought. Will be in touch w/ them 
by phone weekly and will try to have a visit at least once a 
monthé.Had a great day with  Kennedy--took her to see 
ñTangledò and 
then she stayed     
overnight. I was 
s o  e x c i t e d        
because I had 
gotten her a little 
girlôs  devotional 
with activities a 
few months ago, 
and she brought 
it and had been 
working on it   
herself. We did 
two    chapters 
together! God is 
so, so good!ò     
 

Walking Alongside Youth as Discipleship MentorsWalking Alongside Youth as Discipleship MentorsWalking Alongside Youth as Discipleship Mentors    

Chad  with Shaquille & Shakeem  

Shaquille & Shakeem with 
the Wright kids  

Heidi with Kennedy (far right)  
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     The Urban Impact HS Boys Basketball team 
finished the season in dramatic fashion.  They 
played in the championship game against the 
Jewish Community Center team.  A crowd of  
Urban Impact staff, team membersô family    
members and volunteers made the trek to   
Squirrel Hill to cheer on the team. 
 

     At half time, Urban Impact (UI) held the lead 
by two points, 22-20.  The favored and home 
team, Jewish Community Center (JCC), came 
out strong in the third  period to take a 44-32 lead 
into the fourth and final period of the game.   
However, UI showed great perseverance and 
poise and got back into the game quickly with  
their tenacious man-to-man defense.  With 4  
minutes to go, they had dwindled the lead to 7, 
and with less than two minutes to go, it was 45-
44, JCC ahead.  A jump shot and 3 free throws 
put JCC up 50-45 with 18 seconds to go.  It looked like 
the game was over but the team didn't give up.  They took 
the ball down court and made a quick 3 point               
basket.  JCC proceeded to call a timeout to set up the 
inbounds play.  UI fouled immediately.  They missed both 
free throws and we had the ball with 0.2  seconds to 
go.   Jerome Johnson (shown holding the  trophy in the 
photo above) heaved a 3 pointer from half court off the 
inbounds pass.  Nothing but net!  Unfortunately the rules 
state that you cannot catch and shoot with only 0.2     
seconds on the clock, so we had to settle for a second 
place finish.  As you can imagine, the young men were 
very disappointed as were the many UI fans but in the 
end, they accepted the second place trophy with pride, 
integrity, and dignity. 
 

     It was a heartbreaking loss but the young men took it 
with great character.  Their hard work throughout the   

entire game and their reaction to the outcome of the 
game showed the overall growth of the students that   
participated on this team.  Over a span of three months, 
these young men not only grew in their basketball ability 
but also in their character and their understanding of what 
it means to live for and represent Christ.  This growth can 
be directly attributed to the mentorship of the teamôs     
volunteer coaches.  All of the coaches had committed 
themselves to the mission of   Urban Impact.  Not only did 
they show up for practice, but they gave rides to and from 
practice.  They also had one-on-one conversations to  
answer significant questions that help youth grow.   
 

     These coaches exemplify what it means to be a    
mentor at Urban Impact.  The team members have grown 
in ways that will have a positive, godly and lasting impact 
on the rest of their lives.  To us, they are real champions! 

Coaches Mentor Real Champions Coaches Mentor Real Champions Coaches Mentor Real Champions    

Tony & Lauren Dungy:  Mentoring Kids Toward LiteracyTony & Lauren Dungy:  Mentoring Kids Toward LiteracyTony & Lauren Dungy:  Mentoring Kids Toward Literacy    

     Urban Impact kicked off the new year by teaming up with   
All-Pro Dads, Pittsburgh Public Schools and FedEx to present 
an event at Pittsburgh King School on January 19, 2011.  Tony 
and Lauren  Dungy read aloud their new book entitled, ñYou 
Can Be a Friend,ò a heart-warming story about being a friend to 
others, even if they are different. 
 

     The content of this book supports the values of  friendship, 
inclusion and respecting the needs of others.  The act of     
reading aloud is part of the Dungy Foundationôs new literacy 
program which  promotes reading aloud in schools and at home 

with family members.  Tony and Lauren say, "The interaction is as important as the message among the pages."  
 

     Tony is the former coach of the Indianapolis Colts and in 2007 became the first African American coach to win the 
Super Bowl.  He is the national spokesman for the fatherhood program, All-Pro Dads. 
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McDonaldôs McMentoringMcDonaldôs McMentoringMcDonaldôs McMentoring   

     A little over a year ago, I started leading a Bible study 
with 6 middle school boys at 6:00 am at the local North 
Side McDonaldôs.  Blake, Gene and Chimechi have been 
faithful to wake up early every single Tuesday for Bible 
study.  In fact, if I ever forget to call them on Monday night 
or sleep in a little on Tuesday morning, they are sure to 
call me over and over until I finally pick up my phone.  At 
first, I thought it may have just been because they were 
hungry for some McDonaldôs sausage McMuffins, but 
over time, it has become clear to me that these young 
men are hungry for the Word.   

     Mentoring these young men this past year has been 
inspiring.  I am so thankful that I have the privilege of 
watching the Word take root in their hearts.  It has been 
amazing to watch the renewing of their minds and the 
change in their behavior as they are faithful to study 
Godôs life transforming word.   
 

     When we first started the Bible study, it seemed like 
Chimechi got angry with someone every single week.  We 
would be in the middle of the study and someone would 
say or do something and Mechi would be enraged.  He 
would often tune out the rest of the Bible study while he 
ripped to pieces napkins, cups and even his shirt one 
time.  It kind of became a joke ñdonôt make Mechi mad or 
he will start tearing things to pieces.ò  Just a couple 
weeks ago, Chimechi got mad at one of the other boys for 
saying something bad to him.  I watched him closely as 
he clenched his fist.  I thought, ñoh no, here we go again.ò  
Then he took a couple deep breaths, unclenched his 
hands and jumped back into the conversation.  I stopped 
the study for a minute and we celebrated his ability to 
control his anger.  Chimechi made the comment that he 
believes that he is able to control his anger now because 
he has been studying Godôs Word.  
  

     Blake is a leader.  He was one of the original two who 

had the idea to start the Bible study.  He is always coming 
up with ideas about how we can serve other people.  He 
has initiated inviting new kids, doing service projects and 
is always ready to give his input during our Bible study.  
The other day, I asked the boys ñHow are you different 
from the other kids in your school?ò ñDo people ever     
notice a difference in the way you live your life and give 
you a hard time about it?ò  All the boys said that they just 
pretty much fit in except for Blake, who said that people 
call him the ñholy boyò or ñchurch boy.ò  The cool thing is 
that he does not seem to mind and kids respect him for 
that.  Blake is a kid whose life has been transformed and 
he is making a difference in other peopleôs lives.  The 
other day I was meeting with his mother and she made 
the comment ñI would not be at Allegheny Center Alliance 
Church if it was not for Blake.ò  She told me about the 
spiritual influence he has been in his family and how 
much she respects his faith.  He is a walking example of 
our vision to see lives holistically transformed one person, 
one family and one block at a time.  
  

     Blake has been a huge influence on Gene.  The other 
day I was preaching to our Thursday night basketball gym 
about the fact that Jesus followers are the ñsalt of the 
earthò and ñthe light of the world.ò  I was concluding my 
talk when Gene began to give testimony about his life.  I 
called him to the front so everyone could hear him.  Gene 
stood in front of 35 of his peers and shared about how his 
life was a mess.  He said, ñThen God brought my friend 
Blake into my life.  I gave my heart to Jesus and now I 
have stopped doing some of the bad things I use to do, 
like smoking, stealing, cursing and being disrespectful.ò  
He said ñI still do bad things sometimes, but God is     
helping me change.ò  Wow, I got chills in my whole body 
as he stood and boldly shared his faith with his peers.  
Gene is a leader and I be-
lieve his words to those other 
young men carry a lot of 
weight.  I know God was 
smiling down on Gene for not 
being ashamed of the gospel 
and being a witness to his 
friends.   
 

     Gene and Blake both 
were nominated by their 
coaches to win the Christian 
leadership award this year 
for the character they have 
d isp layed dur ing  the           
basketball program.  Please pray for these young men as 
they continue to seek to display the character of Jesus 
Christ in their schools, families and neighborhood. 

Tuesday morning group  

Blake and Gene 
with Coach Seth  


