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Mentoring:
Making an Investment in the Life of a Youth

| often think about all the people in my life
who have helped me become who | am
today. | have two parents who loved me and
cared for me in so many ways. | have two
older sisters who guided me and looked out
for me. | grew up in a church that embodied
a loving community, a community in which
countless adults taught me that | am valued
and have much to contribute. | had youth
leaders and Sunday School teachers who
taught me what it means to serve. | had
friends at church and at school who
challenged me to do what was right and
make good decisions.

I am thankful for this, and have thought
about these things even more as we have
talked about mentoring at Urban Impact. We
have seen the power of adults investing their
lives into the kids on the North Side of
Pittsburgh and are looking for more men and
women to step into this role. We are trying to
provide the youth with some of those support
systems that are critical in developing them
as men and women of God who make a
positive impact in their community.

Dominique (Dom) is a girl that | have
spent the most time mentoring since | have
been on staff at Urban Impact. It has been a
joy to be just a small piece in her life. | have
seen her grow so much, from a 7th grader

who | helped with her reading, to an 11th
grader who is preparing for college.

In the early years, | watched Dom as she
struggled with school and behavior. Her
mom worked hard to teach Dom to value her
education and would keep her out of activities
when she got in trouble in school. Now, Dom
has proven herself as a consistent honor roll
student at our neighborhood high school. She
is looking at colleges, studying for SATs, and
working very hard to earn a scholarship for
college.

Over the years, Dom has come to church
with my husband and me, faithfully attended
Urban Impact programs and Bible studies,
heard countless messages and engaged in
many discussions about Jesus and her faith
journey. She now volunteers in Urban
| mpact 6s soccer
assistant and does a great job. She comes
early, stays late, helps kids memorize their
Bible verses, answers questions and is a
great example to them. Dom appreciates
what has been invested into her and thus
gives of herself to others. She has a desire
to be a godly woman and a positive influence
on those around her.

Dom has recognized areas where she
needs to grow and is allowing God to reshape
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her. We had our first High School Girls Basketball Travel
Team in the fall and Dom was undoubtedly the leader.
She fouled out in the championship game but stayed
engaged and cheered on her teammates. We went on to

| learned quickly that becoming a mentor does not just
mean building a relationship with the student, it is about
the whole family. Domods
over the years. We chat on the phone about family and

mo m

win the game and Dom was awadWredCpPMBIUABE ¥t DeWe ngioveto Dor
Playero award. together, celebrate birthdays and spend time in each
ot herds homes. She has wel col
Dom and her mom and considers us family. Recently, | invited Dom to help
with something at Urban Impact - she has become a
regular volunteer when | need help. She smiled and said,
AAfter all you have done for
|l ove you, Beckodo, and gave me a
Mentoring is a great investment in the life of a young
person, and the return on that investment is much greater
than | could have ever imagined. Not only has God
worked through me to have an
he has worked through Dom to have an impact in mine.
- Becky Boll
Program Manager, Athletics
Congratulations to all the Urban Impact students who
competed at the Pittsburgh
Monologue and Scene Contest. In February, 2011 eight
Urban Impact students took the stage downtown at
Pittsburghdés OO6Reilly Theat a

Shakespeare monologue selected from the bards various
works. Special congratulations to Marlo Hall and Payton
Pinkston who received an honorable mention and ranked
in the top 75 out of 1200 participating students! Each one
of the students worked incredibly hard last summer to
perform Urban
and Juliet and then in the fall and winter to prepare their
monologues for the competition.

Despite the tremendous amount of success the kids
had in the competition, Eric Anderson, Director of Shakes

and Performing Arts Progra
the main focus of the program.
APerforming is great and

is just an excuse to spend 9 months with these kids.
They have all grown tremendously, not only in their acting
talent but also spiritually
Over the past 9 months, 8 students and 4 leaders
became a family. They shared meals, Bible studies,
successes, heartaches, and lots and lots of fun.

Photo: Center front are Ebony Rush and Reggie Alexander; left to right

around them are Michael Wimer, Devin Baurle, Tiffany Austin, Payton
Pinkston, JB Glover, Marlo Hall and Broughton Ganaway.
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Walking Alongside Youth as Discipleship Mentors

In November of 2010, Urban Impact committed
volunteers were challenged to prayerfully consider
becoming discipleship mentors. This meant that in
addition to the hours they already gave to mentor kids in
the athletics, performing arts and academic programs,
they would commit to sacrifice even more time and
mentor a youth one on one. They would be required to
disciple a youth for a minimum of one year. Last year,
there were just 6 discipleship mentors. Since November,
45 volunteers have committed to become discipleship
mentors!

It is beyond exciting to hear what God is doing through
these transformational relationships. Both the leaders
and the youth are being transformed. Youth are growing
in their faith and being provided more options, and
mentors have expressed how God has blessed them;
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evenings and
weekends
(basketball
permitting).
Shaq plans to
attend Penn
State New
Kensington next year in hopes of joining Jeff Steele and
Tone on the basketball team. Shakeem had his girlfriend
Raelynn over yesterday, and we attempted to get to know

Shagquille & Shakeem with
the Wright kids <

th(_ay feel like they have received more than they have hhiu(reé toRag E/lfo?/ar]orl; at gh?ksa | AaW ejwﬁ t? o S‘; Sttl ng Wend
given. Here are some excer plgeeh indd apfli€atoh Sl MtérvielifyPrddess. S Both
boys are very respectful, and a pleasure to have in our lives.

Ama_mda Wagner . ) They have both become a significantpar t of our f an
fWhile we were taking a walk in the park | asked Ayanna and
Mar garet i f they needed praye[_'eldggdbmanythlnge As we started
to pray, Margaret was about to bow her head and close her i wanted to | e t 0 u K 1
eyes. | |l ooked at _her and stwaertted tv\pnlaélgp dpn é
pou going to wali wilh your b mbltd d nﬁ Rag ?bﬁhe ey gaﬁd

by saying, fAwell dondt you al oD & ¥n&ir hdhf s tﬁey a&’glft% AP of us-yvgryutl'iougﬁtfﬁl
when you pray?o This provi es--@vetﬂ| %sﬂwterm Ardwhild Wg dte tHe @ Ik
‘}’f\‘ b Ot“ tb *?ttF’ Wd Go d'th want s | u 3 td Oh g r ac)ﬁes Hang s tﬂe‘és%tf this dea ﬁmllyg (?(élnﬂe'dy Had' S t
bavedo | eIdSIme’? for\:vn er1 c|>qur eyes coseh an Ea raised her hand during one of Seth's talks to accept Christ,

owed. | told both of them that they can pray whereverthey o oo her this little "mustard seed” necklace and explained
are Wh.ether their eyes are c!osed or not. After that that her new faith was like this mustard seed--small now but
discussion we started praying whl!e walking together with our could grow large and mighty! Called Christmas morning to
eyes open. It was a great experience for them and a good )0 15 see what "Santa” brought. Will be in touch w/ them
thing to learn. It may have been a little uncomfortable but by phone weekly and will try to have a visit at least once a
worth doing.o mont hé. Had a great -dbakyherwoi seeh K
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E:had Wr_lght then sheg stayed

fiShaquille and}. overnight. | was
Shakeem spentp so excited
Thursday evening because | had
with us at the F e gotten her a little
Cheesecake Factory & girl és

celebrating our® r with activities a == R £\

daughter's  seventh few months ago, \‘I\N\m

birthday. Yesterday and she brought T~ g'
we attended the it and had been | \ " Cac

11:15 AM service at working on it

Christ Church, and herself. We did j-.
then returned home two chapters | |
to spend the day and together! God is
watch the Steelers so, S0 1

Page 3




TERLTO

urban impact

Coaches Mentor Real Champions

The Urban Impact HS Boys Basketball team
finished the season in dramatic fashion. They
played in the championship game against the
Jewish Community Center team. A crowd of
Ur ban | mpact staff,
members and volunteers made the trek to
Squirrel Hill to cheer on the team.

At half time, Urban Impact (Ul) held the lead
by two points, 22-20. The favored and home
team, Jewish Community Center (JCC), came
out strong in the third period to take a 44-32 lead
into the fourth and final period of the game.
However, Ul showed great perseverance and
poise and got back into the game quickly with
their tenacious man-to-man defense. With 4
minutes to go, they had dwindled the lead to 7,
and with less than two minutes to go, it was 45-
44, JCC ahead. A jump shot and 3 free throws
put JCC up 50-45 with 18 seconds to go. It looked like
the game was over but the team didn't give up. They took
the ball down court and made a quick 3 point
basket. JCC proceeded to call a timeout to set up the
inbounds play. Ul fouled immediately. They missed both
free throws and we had the ball with 0.2 seconds to
go. Jerome Johnson (shown holding the trophy in the
photo above) heaved a 3 pointer from half court off the
inbounds pass. Nothing but net! Unfortunately the rules
state that you cannot catch and shoot with only 0.2
seconds on the clock, so we had to settle for a second
place finish. As you can imagine, the young men were
very disappointed as were the many Ul fans but in the
end, they accepted the second place trophy with pride,
integrity, and dignity.

It was a heartbreaking loss but the young men took it
with great character.

Their hard work throughout the

entire game and their reaction to the outcome of the
game showed the overall growth of the students that
participated on this team. Over a span of three months,
these young men not only grew in their basketball ability
but also in their character and their understanding of what
it means to live for and represent Christ. This growth can

be directly attributed to
volunteer coaches. All of the coaches had committed
themselves to the mission of Urban Impact. Not only did
they show up for practice, but they gave rides to and from
practice. They also had one-on-one conversations to
answer significant questions that help youth grow.

These coaches exemplify what it means to be a
mentor at Urban Impact. The team members have grown
in ways that will have a positive, godly and lasting impact
on the rest of their lives. To us, they are real champions!

t he

Tony & Lauren Dungy: Mentoring Kids Toward Literacy

Laur en
Be a

and
Can

reading aloud

with family members.

Urban Impact kicked off the new year by teaming up with
All-Pro Dads, Pittsburgh Public Schools and FedEx to present
an event at Pittsburgh King School on January 19, 2011. Tony @&
Dungy
F r i-vearmihg sioryaboiit being 4 friend to
others, even if they are different.

The content of this book supports the values of friendship,
inclusion and respecting the needs of others.
i s
program which promotes reading aloud in schools and at home
Tony and Lauren say, "The interaction is as important as the message among the pages."

read al oudfg®

The act of

part of t he

Tony is the former coach of the Indianapolis Colts and in 2007 became the first African American coach to win the

Super Bowl.

He is the national spokesman for the fatherhood program, All-Pro Dads.
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A little over a year ago, | started leading a Bible study
with 6 middle school boys at 6:00 am at the local North

déos McMentoring

had the idea to start the Bible study. He is always coming
up with ideas about how we can serve other people. He

Side McDonal dbés. Bl ake, G e nhas iratiatetl indtimg mewe kids, idoinly aewiee phoeasmand
faithful to wake up early every single Tuesday for Bible is always ready to give his input during our Bible study.
study. In fact, if | ever forget to call them on Monday night The other day, I asked the bo
or sleep in a little on Tuesday morning, they are sure to from the other kids in your
call me over and over until | finally pick up my phone. At notice a difference in the way you live your life and give
first, | thought it may have just been because they were you a hard time about it?0 Al
hungry for some Mc Donal dés peettyunsich §ten exddeptMar Blake, mko, saidihattpeople
over time, it has become clear to me that these young call him the fiholy boyodo or fdcl
men are hungry for the Word. that he does not seem to mind and kids respect him for
that. Blake is a kid whose life has been transformed and
he is making a difference 1in
other day | was meeting with his mother and she made
the comment Al would not be at
Church if it was not for Bl ak
spiritual influence he has been in his family and how
much she respects his faith. He is a walking example of
our vision to see lives holistically transformed one person,
one family and one block at a time.
Blake has been a huge influence on Gene. The other
day | was preaching to our Thursday night basketball gym
about the fact t hat Jesus f ol
eartho and Athe | ight of the
talk when Gene began to give testimony about his life. |
called him to the front so everyone could hear him. Gene
M . . stood in front of 35 of his peers and shared about how his
entoring these young men this past year has been i f H i d AT
inspiring. | am so thankful that | have the privilege of pte was a mess. € sa ’

. X . Blake into my life. | gave my heart to Jesus and now |
watching the Word take root in their hearts. It has been h . )

. ) s ave stopped doing some of the bad things | use to do,
amazing to watch the renewing of their minds and the . . . :
change in their behavior as they are faithful to study i ke smoking, stealing, cur st

R . ) He said i still do bad thin
Godébés Ilife transforming word, . N

hel ping me change. 0 Wo w, I g
When we first started the Bible study, it seemed like as he stood and boldly shared his faith with his peers.

Chimechi got angry with someone every single week. We Gene is a leader and | be-
would be in the middle of the study and someone would lieve his words to those other
say or do something and Mechi would be enraged. He young men carry a lot of
would often tune out the rest of the Bible study while he weight. | know God was
ripped to pieces napkins, cups and even his shirt one smiling down on Gene for not
ti me. I't kind of became a jbeikgashdnekadaithd gosped k e Mec hi mad or
he will start tearing thi ngand beimg apnitress ecs hisd Just a coupl €
weeks ago, Chimechi got mad at one of the other boys for friends.
saying something bad to him. | watched him closely as Gene and. Blake both
he clenched his fist. It hovbjege%ﬁominar@eghbynt%éir here we go agai!

Then he took a couple deep breaths, unclenched his
hands and jumped back into the conversation. | stopped
the study for a minute and we celebrated his ability to
control his anger. Chimechi made the comment that he
believes that he is able to control his anger now because
he has been studying Godds

Blake is a leader. He was one of the original two who

coaches to win the Christian
leadership award this year
for the character they have
displayed during the

\A}Ja?k%tball program. Please pray for these young men as
tﬂey continue to seek to display the character of Jesus
Christ in their schools, families and neighborhood.
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