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members who are committed to the mission of 
Urban Impact and to serving with the gifts that 
God has bestowed upon them.  
   Tammy and I accepted the Restoring Places 
Award at the EPOCH gala in October on behalf of 
Urban Impact for our commitment to the North 
Side. The Nominees for this honor were to be 
making a long-term impact in a specific location, 
influencing a community in a holistic format, and 
addressing important life issues. I want to 
personally thank you for the role that you played 
in making this possible. Without you, this could 
not have happened. We praise the Lord for you 
and want to celebrate this award personally with 
you. Please plan to join us on April 27th at the 
UIF Celebration. We will rejoice in the work 
that God has done through Urban Impact and 
those through whom He has worked to accomplish 
His work. Also, I will be sharing the vision that He 
has given me for the ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
want to miss it!  
   We feel so incredibly privileged to serve the 
people on the North Side and look forward to 
what God has in store for the coming years. I 
humbly ask that you please continue to support 
Urban Impact by giving your time, treasure 
and talents as we together transform lives one 
person, one family, one block at a time. 
 
Merry Christmas, and may God bless you. 
τPastor Ed 
 

We have had a 
fabulous year at 
Urban Impact. God 
has so graciously 
blessed us this 
ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
evident in the 
articles that follow. 
God has positioned 
Urban Impact for 
such a time as 
thisτa time during 
which there is 
great economic 
turmoil, breakdown 
of the family unit, 
huge decline in 
moral values, etc. 
The harvest is ripe 

to bring healing, restoration and transformation 
to the lives of children, youth and families. 
   This year Tammy and I ce lebra ted our 25th 
year in ministry on the North Side. We are so 
grateful for all of you who have walked alongside 
us, prayed for us and kept us accountable. The 
ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ 
leading and to give Him the glory for the work that 
is being accomplished through the ministry of 
Urban Impact.  
   ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ 
incarnational ministry; that is, living among the 
people we serve, learning the culture, loving them 
and meeting them at their point of need 
and declaring the Gospel truth in ways that 
are understandable to them. At Urban Im-
ǇŀŎǘΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ 
growth over the past several years as God 
has led young urban missionaries to this 
ministry and multiplied us. These are our 
Ministry Associates. They live in this 
community and serve likewise. This model 
of ministry is something that has made us 
unique.  
   Additionally, we have been very blessed 
with extremely talented support staff 
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Impact programs 
§ LǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ ǘƘƛǊŘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ hǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ¦Ǌōŀƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 9Ř 

curriculum for Performing Arts Academy 
§ Our choir kids and staff attended 2 retreats where deeper 

life issues were addressed 
§ More than 40 students responded to the Gospel this past 

year 
§ We increased to 4 instructors in the Performing Arts    
     Academy 
 

   Most recently we saw great commitment, participation, and 
growth at our Light the Night Christmas program. For the past 
ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ !ǘǊƛŀΩǎ ŀǘ tb/ tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŜǿ 
ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ άǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦέ 
But after a bitter cold performance last year with a number of 
choir members lacking proper coats and gloves, we partnered 
with Allegheny Center Alliance Church and brought the event 
indoors this year! 
  As more than 995 people filled the auditorium and simulcast 
overflow spaces, excitement 
and anticipation filled the 
air. Then an amazing thing 
began as 200+ worshipping 
children, youth and adults 
used comedy, music, dance 
and drama to highlight the 
message of Emmanuel, God 
with us, to an attentive, 
captivated audience. 
  Some of them were led to 
salvation, others were 
ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜ 
presence and love, and still 
others not yet fully open to 
the Gospel were touched by 

I want to let you know that this past 
year has been incredible. God has 
surely given the Performing Arts 
Department some unbelievable 
opportunities, participation, 
commitment, and ultimately, growth. 
Here is a brief snapshot of the 
blessings we saw this year: 
 

 
Opportunities: 
§ We performed at Heinz Hall for the first time 
§ We entered the Cheerathon competition for the 2011 

Pittsburgh Marathon for the first time and took 2nd place 
in our division 
§ Over 250 kids participated in Arts Night 2011 
§ We sang for our partner churches Christ Church at Grove 

Farm and Allegheny Center Alliance Church 
§ We recorded and performed our very first original 

arrangements 
§ We sang for Pittsburgh Steelers and Play Ball for Kids 

sponsors at the Play Ball for Kids Appreciation Dinner 
§ {ƘŀƪŜǎ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ tƛǘǘǎōǳǊƎƘΩǎ tǳōƭƛŎ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜ 

competition for the first time ς 2 students received 
honorable mention out of more than 1200 students 
who participated 
§ Urban Impact Singers sang at Maranatha Conference 

Center 
Participation: 
§ All Performing Arts programs filled up to present capacity! 
 Urban Impact Performing Arts Academy  - 115 students 
 ¦Ǌōŀƴ LƳǇŀŎǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊ -  
   50 students spring/65 fall    
 Urban Impact Choir - 100 students 
 Urban Impact Shakes - 12 students 
 Urban Impact Singers - 10 students 

Commitment: 
§  There are more than 80 weekly 

program volunteers 
§ We have 30 volunteers committing to a 

month-long fast and praying for 
students and the program 
§ Average volunteer attendance was 

greater than 85% for program and 
events 

Growth: 
§ More than half of the students from 

Shakes and Singers came back in the 
fall as volunteers in other Urban 

 TAMMY GLOVER,  
Director of Performing Arts 

(Continued on page 3) 
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This season I bring you good news of a 
great joy that is for all the people: 
Jesus Christ is born! He was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, lived a perfect life and yet he 
was crucified. He died and was buried, 
and three days later He came back 
from the dead. One day very soon He 
will come to Earth again and every 

knee will bow and every tongue will confess that He is Lord. It is 
a privilege and an honor to be given the responsibility to carry 
this message of hope to the children, youth and families of 
Pittsburgh. This fall we declared this message of good news to 
over 458 youth through Urban Impact Athletics programs. 
IŜǊŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΥ 

  Football Fest was a new program added this 
fall. Urban Impact and Brentwood Church 

urban impact  

partnered to pull off a 5v5 flag football tournament. Eighty-
eight students came to Football Fest. More than 20 youth/
parents responded to the Gospel and are now connected to 
other Urban Impact programs. 
  Soccer is one of the ways we make an initial contact with kids 
on the North Side. This year we preached the good news of 
Jesus to 96 youth in our fall soccer program. 28 of them 
memorized all 6 Bible verses, which is always inspiring to staff 
and volunteers. After falling behind, Deontae, one of the youth 
from the soccer program, needed to memorize 3 more verses 
with just one week left in the season. He went home that week 
and worked very hard on all 6 verses. This made a huge 
impression on his coach, John Sicher, who became inspired to 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ 5ŜƻƴǘŀŜΩǎ ƳŜƴǘƻǊΦ  
   We meet most of our kids for the first time at Outreach 
Basketball. Week after week, third through twelfth grade boys 
and girls pour in the doors of 5 different gyms for free pizza 
ŀƴŘ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ LΩƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƘŜ ǿƘƻ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀ 
good work in you will carry it on to completion until 
the Řŀȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎέ όtƘƛƭƛǇǇƛŀƴǎ мΥсύΦ .ƻƻ-man was one of 
those kids that made you question the impact you were having 
on his life. He was kicked out of basketball a number of times. 
The last time he left Outreach Basketball he cursed the gym 
supervisor and said he was never coming back. A year later we 
helped him get enrolled in college and he started going to a 
Bible study at his college led by one of the Urban Impact 
volunteers. Boo-man rededicated his life to the Lord and was 
baptized this October. Our hope is that the 65 students who 
responded to the Gospel in Outreach Basketball this year will 
be like Boo-man who is now faithfully going to Bible study 
and is a captain on his college basketball team.  
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   SETH REICHART,  

UIF student Deontae (center) with mentor and coach John 
Sicher (to his right) and other soccer players and volunteers.  

the inescapable, unexplainable presence of the Holy Spirit. 
  hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ά[ƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ bƛƎƘǘέ ǿŀǎ 
modeling. It has been said that if you hear you forget, if you see 
you remember but if you do, you understand.  200 students 
participated in Light the Night, and they are coming to 
understand what it looks like to use a variety of their gifts and 
abilities to reach a lost world for Christ. The current Urban 
Impact staff and volunteers will not be here forever. It will be 
up to the generations we are touching today to become world 
changers tomorrow. Light the Night is just one of the ways 
Urban Impact is not just saying, not just showing, but teaching 
students to change their world for Christ, one person, one 
family, one block at a time.  
  I wish you a very blessed Christmas and happy new year. 
τTammy Glover 

(Continued from page 2) 

The Urban Impact MS/HS Choir, led by Tammy Glover and 
Matthew Mason 
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   When kids in our outreach programs respond to the 
Gospel, they are introduced to Basketball Teams; High 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ .ƻȅǎΩ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ¢ŜŀƳǎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ bŜƘŜƳƛŀƘ .ǊŀȊƛƭ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ 
in the Urban Impact Fall Basketball League along with 6 
other teams from other ministries in Pittsburgh. 
  ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ƻƴŜ DƛǊƭǎΩ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ¢ŜŀƳ ƭŜŘ ōȅ .ŜŎƪȅ .ƻƭƭ 
that played in a new league this year. Despite having never 
won a game this year, the season was a great success. Becky 
led the girls in studying and talking about what it means to 
be a godly woman. They discussed topics like beauty, 
approval, materialism, identity and purpose. Throughout the 
season several girls volunteered to share their testimonies. 
They allowed themselves to be vulnerable to share some of 
the struggles they have been through and how God has 
sustained them through those struggles. 
  Bible studies are another way we disciple youth who have 
responded to the Gospel. This fall we had 7 Bible studies led 
by Athletics staff and volunteers. One of these included the 
Oliver High School Football Team, which engaged both 
Christians and non-Christians. To the shock of the boys, one 
ǿŜŜƪ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ YƛƴƎ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ŀŘǳƭǘŜǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ 
Bathsheba. I asked the boys if they had ever been enticed to 
do something that they knew was wrong and one of the 
boys blurted out that he had cheated on his girlfriend less 
than 24 hours ago. Everyone on the team knew about this 
incident, which explained their reaction. In fact, one of his 
friends in the room had played a part in convincing him to 
have sex with the other girl. He said he felt terrible about it 
and had confessed it to his girlfriend that day. He could not 
believe how much the Bible seemed to be speaking directly 
to him. 
  God is powerfully at work in the lives of students and families 
who are part of Urban Impact. I could write you a book  

Athletics Ministry Associate Becky Boll and volunteer and 
Program Manager Sarah Davenport with the Urban Impact 
DƛǊƭǎΩ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ¢ŜŀƳ 

Play Ball for Kids Player Liaison  
JEFF HARTINGS, 

  Play Ball for Kids (PB4K), a 
fundraising program for Urban 
Impact, was another great 
success in 2011. For that I owe 
a thank-you to the Pittsburgh 
Steelers and 45 sponsors! 
  The program began in 2003, a 
few years prior to my retirement 
from pro football. That first 
year Pittsburgh Steelers players 
donated money for certain 
game-related accomplishments made during the season. The 
following year, the program became a partnership between 
Steelers players, businesses and Urban Impact. Businesses 
made donations at two levels in exchange for benefits as part 
of the partnership. A few years later, family άǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎέ ǿŜǊŜ 
added to the mix and the levels of sponsorship increased to 5. 
  Every year, sponsors are honored at the PB4K Appreciation 
5ƛƴƴŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ƴȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŜƳŎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нмst ŀǘ tƛǘǘǎōǳǊƎƘΩǎ DǊŀƴŘ 
Hall at the Priory on the North Side and was attended by 218 
people. I paused at one point and reflected on the very first 
dinner that had been held at the Stone Mansion in Wexford 
with 47 attendees. Having been one of the original Steelers 
players who helped launch PB4K, I was overwhelmed by the 
growth of this program and the blessings that God has 
bestowed on Urban Impact as a result. Also noteworthy in 
those moments of reflection was the incredible warmth and 
sense of community that I could feel in the room. 
  !ǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ōŜƎŀƴΣ L ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ L 
believe Urban Impact is a great organization and why God has 
so greatly blessed the ministry. (1) Focus: Pastor Ed and his 
ǎǘŀŦŦ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
Urban Impact. 
  (2) Faith: Pastor Ed and his wife Tammy have demonstrated 
faithfulness by dwelling  

of stories full of the transforming power of God. I personally 
ask you to keep praying for the staff, volunteers, students and 
families of Urban Impact Athletics. Pray that God will continue 
to transform each of us through his message of good news of 
the great joy, Jesus Christ, who is for all the people. 
 
Celebrating His birth! 
τSeth Reichart 

(Continued from page 3) 
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on the North Side for 25 years, and now at least 7 other Urban 
LƳǇŀŎǘ άƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎέ ƭƛǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ {ƛŘŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
community. Dan Kreider, Jason Gildon (who were both 
in attendance) and I were faithful to begin a Steelers legacy 
with Urban Impact and continue to support the mission. Justin 
Hartwig, also in attendance, continued this legacy as a player 
and was recognized for his continued support. And the legacy 
continued this year with PB4K captains Larry Foote, Tyler 
Grisham, Trai Essex, Ramon Foster, Ryan Mundy, and 
Maurkice Pouncey. Tyler and his wife, Maggie, actually moved 
to the North Side and volunteer at UIF programs. Sixteen 
sponsors were recognized for their faithfulness in supporting 
PB4K for 5 years or more.  
  The focus and faithfulness of many people has resulted in (3) 
Fruitfulness: Urban Impact served 1,100 students in the past 
fiscal year; 97% of 2010/11 high school seniors who 
were consistently involved in our programs graduated high 
school, and 95% of these graduates transitioned into Options 
(post high school jobs, college, trade school, military or ministry.) 
The PB4K program, too, is fruitful in that total money raised 
via sponsorships increased from $38,000 in 2004 to more than 
$262,000 in 2011.  
  Rev. Dr. John Guest, a longtime and faithful supporter of 
¦Ǌōŀƴ LƳǇŀŎǘΣ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ tŀǎǘƻǊ 9Ř ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƳƳȅΩǎ commitment to 
the North Side for the last 25 years and announced their 
receipt this year of the distinguished EPOCH Restoring Places 
Award. (See cover page for details.) Rev. Wayne Younger, one 
of the first North Side youth who saw a drastic change in his 
ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ tŀǎǘƻǊ 9ŘΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ς shared that 
Pastor Ed was the first person who told him that he mattered 
to God; that God created him for a purpose. This message 
from Pastor Ed 25 years ago led Wayne to a life of ministry in 
ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ ƘŜ ƻƴŎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦΦ IŜ 
is now married with 4 children and lives just down the street 
from Pastor Ed; Wayne and his wife co-pastor Cityview Church 
on East Street. 
  The event concluded with a fantastic performance by the 
Urban Impact Choir. Many hearts were moved and guests left 
thanking Urban Impact for allowing them to be a part of 
άŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ƻƴŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƻƴŜ ōƭƻŎƪ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΦέ 
 
τIn Christ, Jeff Hartings 
 

From top to bottom: Pastor Ed with Steelers players and PB4K 
sponsors. Pittsburgh Steeler Maurkice Pouncey (left). 
Reverend Wayne Younger of City View Church (right). UIF 
student servers Paul, Isaiah, Dominique, Denise, & Kelsey. 
Pittsburgh Steeler Tyler Grisham and his wife Maggie, both UIF 
volunteers. Chairman of the Board Bob Scheidemantel and his 
wife Peep.  
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