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running, and turns my focus back onto what it 
should always be on, honoring and glorifying 
God,ò Kelli says about her motivation to  

participate. Unfortunately 
because of an injury, Kelli 
was not able to run on race 
day, but she still enjoyed the 
event as a spectator. Kris     
Anderson brought in the 2nd
-highest amount, $787. 
   Urban Impact was blessed 
to have professional-caliber 
athletes alongside novice 
runners. At least 3 participants 
qualified for the 2012 Boston 
Marathon, meaning theyôve 
met or beat the time set for 
their age and gender. Ryan 
Smith, who made the best 
time of all UIF runners, was 
one of them. Then there was 
Bill Rodney who has run in 
every one of the 22 Pittsburgh 
marathons, making him 

whatôs highly regarded as a ñSole Survivor.ò 
Finally, Cindy Hatch ran the best time in her 
division. 

   It wasnôt just the runners who helped to 
spread the word about Urban Impact. Volunteers 
helped man the East Ohio Street fluid station. 
Others joined voices with the Urban Impact 
Choir near Allegheny Center Alliance Church 

(continued on next page) 

   In any challenge, there can be suffering in 
staying the course. For marathon runners, 
their bodies endure hours of stress during 
training and on race day.    
Afterwards their muscles ache, 
sometimes for days, because of 
the chemicals that have built up 
while running for so long.  
   When the challenge is living 
our lives for Christ, weôre 
tempted to take a detour or the 
easy way out. Philippians 3:14 
says, ñI press on toward the 
goal to win the prize for which 
God has called me heavenward 
in Christ Jesus.ò  
   On May 15th, though they 
had a physical goalðthe finish 
lineðin sight, the 32 runners 
who ran for Urban Impact 
were also working towards the 
spiritual goal mentioned 
above.  The runners helped to 
raise $12,860 in Urban Impactôs 
first year as a charity in the Dickôs Sporting 
Goods Pittsburgh Marathon. Athletes ran the 
full course, the half marathon, or the relay.    
They sought donations for Urban Impact from 
families and friends. The majority of runners    
received them via fundraising pages on    

Active.com. Kelli 
Watson, the top 
fundraiser, garnering 
over $1100, simply 
sent around emails 
and Facebook 
messages alerting 
her family and 
friends that sheôd 
be running. ñI think 
the thing about the  
fundraising that is 

personally blessing me the most is that it takes 
the focus of the marathon off of me and any 
personal or self-gratifying reasons that I had for 

Staying the Course:  
 Athletes Run Marathon for Urban Impact  

Kelli Watson and her girls  

The Urban Impact Choir  
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at Health & Fitness Week during this yearôs Summer Day 
Camp.  
   ñEven though it seems early, weôre already recruiting 

runners who are willing to commit 
to run for us in 2012. Weôll  need 
125,ò Pastor Ed notes. Urban 
Impact hopes more local 
churches will send forth athletes 
to run.  
    

   To put yourself on the calendar and run in support of   
Urban Impact,  fill out the enclosed registration card and 
mail to Urban Impact, 801 Union Place Pittsburgh, PA 
15212. This will also put you on the invite list for the   
Kickoff Party for 2012 runners, which will be held on July 
20th. Hope to see you there! 

 

Run with Us Next Year!  

 

May 6, 2012  

as a race cheer-a-thon group, whose efforts won second 
place in the first half of the course.  
   Board member Tim Daigle was integral to the success 
of the event. He and his wife   
Elizabeth were members of the 
leadership team responsible for 
planning the event, and they even 
organized a UIF running club. 
   Cindy Dell, Manager of Marketing 
and Communications, was the 
unofficial sports announcer for UIF 
runners; having subscribed to text 
message alerts, she was able to 
get periodic updates on everyoneôs 
progress as they passed certain 
milestones. 
   Then when they crossed the 
finish line, Charity Village provided 
a place for respite, celebration, and 
family congratulations. Pastor Ed 
was there, too, to greet runners and 
share in the excitement.  
   Although this yearôs race is over, the event formed    
relationships that stretch beyond the 26.2-mile course. First-
time runner Larry Heimann, a professor at CMU, was    
inspired to assign his students a project in which they 
must design and implement an inventory database for 
Urban Impactôs Performing Arts Department. Runners 
formed a bond of their own. Many who united as the 
Urban Impact Running Club to train came together in 

solidarity on race 
day. Additionally, 
new relationships are 
even developing with 
the marathon office.  
   ñWeôve signed on to 
become one of the 
new charity partners 
for next yearôs event,ò 
says Pastor Ed.     
Urban Impact will have 
greater visibility to the 
pub l ic  a longs ide 
names like Livestrong 
and Team in Training. 
ñThis yearôs marathon 
is a glimpse of the  
bigger picture,ò Pastor 
Ed adds. ñItôs part of 
our new focus on   
serving families and 
pushing for   physical 
fitness.ò This new   
focus will be kicked off 

òI press on toward the 

goal to win the prize 

for which God has 

called me heavenward 

in Christ Jesus.ó     

        ñPhilippians 3:14  

Erich Dinkfelt and Ryan Smith  

Kris Anderson and family  

Elizabeth & Tm Daigle, Mark & Christine Guy, Kelsey Evans  
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   Summer is a time for family reunions. With that comes 
the intergenerational exchange of laughter, love, memories 
and embarrassing moments. Most of all there is a sense 
of belonging. With the first-ever Options Reunion, Urban 
Impact hoped to create a place where the Urban Impact 
ñfamilyò could return to feel that togetherness even though 
they have graduated and moved on.  
   Around 30 students attended on June 3rd, along with 17 
past and present UIF staff and volunteers. The themes for 
the night were to reconnect, remember, recognize, and 
refocus. Pastor Ed encouraged the past graduates on 
each of these points. One of the reasons for this reunion 
was to reconnect with each other and use this as an 
opportunity to network for the future. The graduates were 
urged to remember that they are all a part of the UIF 
family and no one should be left behind. It is also about 
giving back to where they have come from and sharing 
Godôs blessings. The third point was about recognizing 
there is a great need and that they have the ability to help 
satisfy this need in their neighborhoods. Refocusing 
explains that after leaving Urban Impact, young men and 
women are faced with choices and inevitably their faith 
will be tried. The main goal of the reunion was to show 
students that no matter how they have strayed on their 
path with God, Urban Impact will always remain active in 
the lives of youth when they are ready to refocus their 
sights on Him. Also, as they grow, they have the chance 
to redirect their efforts toward Christ and ñdo good works, 
which God prepared in advance for them to 
do.ò  (Ephesians 2:10).  
   Dom Phillips, one of the reunion attendees, stated, ñI 
knew how impacted I was by what the people at Urban 
Impact did for me and I want to be a part of something 
that changes lives.ò As Options continues to grow, that 
impact will grow, too, as more and more youth return to 
Urban Impact. 

    The Play Ball for Kids Kickoff Luncheon was held at 
Heinz Field on May 10, 2011.  Steelers players, Tyler 
Grisham, Doug Legursky and Ramon Foster, shown 
above with Jeff Hartings, were present to help launch a 
new PB4K season by bringing together veteran sponsors 
and potential ñrookieò sponsors, motivating them to renew 
or commit to sponsorships this year ranging from $2,500 
to $50,000.  Last yearôs sponsors were challenged to 
ñdouble their impactò by each bringing in a new sponsor.  
   Pastor Ed Glover shared that Urban  Impactôs vision is 
not just to impact the current generation but future       
generations as well. Young people who grew up in Urban 
Impact and graduated are now returning as interns and 
summer camp staff, impacting the generation after them.  
Play Ball for Kids sponsors are an integral part of this 
process through their giving, their prayer support and 
through their leadership as volunteers.  

First Options Reunion a SuccessFirst Options Reunion a SuccessFirst Options Reunion a Success    Steelers Players Stay the Course with PB4KSteelers Players Stay the Course with PB4KSteelers Players Stay the Course with PB4K    

North Allegheny High School students hosted their 3rd annual 
fashion show to benefit Urban Impact.  This yearôs show had a 
jungle theme and was entitled, ñThe Runwayôs a Jungle:  Itôs not 
Fierce, Itôs Ferocious.ò  Proceeds totaled $3,335.  Pictured with 
UIF Staff member, Ray Abel are (left to right) Maddie Jones, 
John Willard, and Lauren Lewis.  

3rd Annual Fashion Show3rd Annual Fashion Show3rd Annual Fashion Show    
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   Arts Night showcases the students of the Urban Impact 
Choir (6

th
 ï 12

th
 grade), as well as the Childrenôs Choir 

(1
st
 - 5

th
 grade) and Performing Arts Academy(1

st
 -12

th
 

grade). However, the real purpose is to equip students 
with the knowledge that if they will surrender to God, He 
can and will use all their gifts and abilities to communicate 
the good news of the Gospel and build His Kingdom. 
   Thatôs exactly what happened at this yearôs Arts Night 
2011. From comedy to deeply moving drama and 
dance...from exuberant praise song to contemplative,  
reflective songs of prayer...from the spoken word to the 
visual message, all was designed to bring honor to God. 

   And because of this, no night is more meaningful to 
Performing Arts students, volunteers and staff than Arts 
Night. Students are given the opportunity to usher in the 
Holy Spirit through dance, drama, and song.      
   The Holy Spirit really was present that evening. ñDear 
Lord,ò a three year old girl whispered, while sitting on her 
fatherôs lap. She repeated the Sinnerôs Prayer word by 
word after Pastor Ed.  As the tiny child spoke, her fatherôs 
chest tightened.  If his three year old daughter knew she 
was a sinner, how much more was he?  His voice joined 
in with hers, ñI know that Iôm a sinner.ò  Moments later, 
mother echoed father and daughter and a whole family 
joined the family of God. 
   Just a few feet away 2 young boys who, minutes before, 
had sung in the Urban Impact Childrenôs Choir joined their 
voices with the others and were added as new believers. 
   Another young man, mentally unable to grab hold of 
reality around him, became lucid during the songs and 
Pastor Edôs ministry. Awestruck parents watched as their 
son leaned forward, hungrily taking in every word and 

 
then with perfect clarity and understanding repeated the 
Sinnerôs Prayer. 
   As they run the race of life set before them, these new 
believers may be shaken at times. But theyôve taken the 
first step and given their lives to Christ. The Urban Impact 
Performing Arts Department is truly thankful to have 
introduced them to Jesus. It is their prayer that when they 
face trials, these new believers will remain as faithful as 
they were in this life-changing moment, keeping their eyes 
fixed on Christ. 

Arts Night Brings Many to God  

   This yearôs Global Impact event happened on May 7th 
at Christ Church at Grove Farm. During the day students 
had an opportunity to engage in worship and listen as  
speaker Dr. Sameh Sadik focused their attention on how 
to be salt of the earth for Christ. Afterwards they stayed 
on course throughout the day by going into Pittsburgh to 
make a local impact in the community at 10 service 
sites: 
 
�i �� The Mexican War Streets Committee 
�i �� Kilday Way Committee 
�i �� Urban Impact and Pine Valley Baseball Carnival 
�i �� Storehouse for Teachers 
�i �� World Vision 
�i �� The LIVING Ministry 
�i �� Christ Churchôs Uganda Well Drilling 
�i �� City View Church 
�i �� The Pittsburgh Project 
�i �� Allegheny Center Alliance Church 
 
   After returning to wonderful meal that was prepared by 
a team of over 20 volunteers and provided by   
Spaghetti Warehouse, they were headed down the 
home stretch. 
   The evening service, led again by Dr. Sadik, was 
focused on international missions. Pastor Ed Glover 
gave a call to response after Samehôs powerful message 
and over 200 students expressed a call to commitment 
to Christ, full-time ministry, or deeper discipleship in their 
lives. The evening concluded and another Global Impact 
event made a local impact on the city of Pittsburgh. 


